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Start your own money making business! 
Make up to “26” an hour— 
Bven while learning! s's:ss" 


Get into this booming high-profit business that’s 
Easy to learn—Easy to do—Easy on You! 


Never before have money-making opportunities been so No extra Included With Your 





great for qualified Locksmiths, Now lucrative regular cost! Locksmith Training 
lock and key business has multiplied a thousandfold as , (aI BURGLAR 
millions seek more protection against zooming crime. ALARM 
Yet there’s only one Locksmith for every 17,000 people! end SECURITY 
Start Collecting CASH PROFITS Right Away Rael 
You're in “business” ready to earn $10 to $26.00 an hour a all phase 
few days after you begin Foley-Belsaw’'s shortcut training. me ~Tp Aine 
Take advantage of today’s unprecedented opportunities in servicing and 
locksmithing for year - round EXTRA INCOME in spare time stallation. This 


valuable and 





— or fulltime in a high-profit business of your own. Hundreds 





' , , timely instruction 
we've trained have done it. So can YOU! All tools plus profes- ‘a daeicatl special tools and 
sional Key Machine given you with course. These plus prac- supplies. ONLY Foley-Belsaw offers 
tice materials and equipment plus simple, illustrated lessons, pet axcantins tigi eee oe belle 
plus expert supervision, plus business building guidance will your Locksmith training 
enable you the KEEP THE MONEY COMING IN! Ideal for re- Stee 
wamnent— good jobs, too ADVANCED Locksmithing! 


How to change combinations, in- 


. P tall d j Safe, Vault d 
SEND FOR EXCITING FACTS—No Obligation Rank Sate Denoall Box lacks. 


Discover what's in Locksmithing for you — how Foley-Belsaw’'s Master You'll find it fascinating and high- 
Locksmith-approved training Can give you the skill you can depend on ly profitable work. 


to EARN MORE — ENJOY LIFE MORE 
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2 ALL SPECIAL TOOLS 
"EL Ne AND EQUIPMENT INCLUDED! 
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Hundreds of Foley-Belsaw trained men 
have succeeded in this fascinating 
and highly profitable field... 


“Before enrolling | checked 
other courses and also asked 
for advice from several 
locksmiths in my area. They 
all said yours was tops 














/ 


This Pro Key 
Machine can alone 


THIS PRO KEY ~~ 
add up to $200 a 
¥ MACHINE iS & ave fo your income... 
t '‘tcost . 
YOURS TO KEEP! < :rworicoyoupr 


Find out all about it! Send for FREE Facts TODAY! 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 


send postcard) to receive full information RUSH FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 


1 table Rd.. Dept 
and details by return mail. DO ITTODAY! COUPON! Kansas Clty, Mo. 64120, S 1 


and has the most 
versatile Key 
Machine. 

“Tl always 
wanted to be in 
business for myself 
and nowlam... 
thanks to 
Foley-Belsaw 
Institute. 














FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 
6301 Equitable Rd., Dept.11489 Mii 
Kansas City, Mo. 64120 BELSAW 
YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
gives full details about starting my Own business in 


Locksmithing. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call 


RUSH COUPON TODAY 
FOR THIS FACT-FILLED 


FREE 


BOOKLET! 


Tells now you Quickly 
train to be your own boss 
in a profitable Sparetime Address _ 
or Fulltime business of Ci 
yourown PLUS complete Send for your aoe : wa * 
details on our 30-Day ' 

NO RISK Trial Offer! SOPY today State 7 Zip 


David Fairbrother—Dave’s Locksmith Service 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 





“I opened my own business, spare 
time, seven months after I enrolled and 


made a profit of $329 for the first week.” [ 





B. A. Deberry Littleton, Colorado 
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Name___ 





““No more hard, nasty work for me. 
Now I have my own business and with 
hardly any effort I average around $50 
a day, Thanks for my new start in life.” 
Sam Walker Prichard, Alabama 
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.«» YOU Can Do It Too 
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* NOW ON SALE! « 
A REMARKABLE SPECIAL ISSUE OF 


Wresiler 


* Featuring *« 


THE SUPERSTARS 
OF A SUPER SUMMER: 


A spectacular eight-page full-color bonus section highlighting the top stars 
and peak action that made the summer of 1988 one of the most memorable 
seasons ever in wrestling! 


* Featured in full-color willbe «x 


* Hulk Hogan « Ric Fiair *« 
* Randy Savage « Lex Luger 
* Hacksaw Duggan « 
* Sting « Ultimate Warrior « 
* The Road Warriors *« 
AND MANY, MANY MORE STARS: 











This special feature will include extensive full-color action coverage of the 
WWF's Milwaukee WrestleFest and the NWA’s Great American Bash series, 
plus top summer ’88 action from across the cou 


Ok IK I kk kkk tk kkk kkk 
The “Superstars Of A Super Summer’’ special issue of 


The Wrestler is cover-dated December 1988 and is on sale now! 
This one is sure to be a sellout, so get to your newsstand early! 
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INTRODUCTION 

Your guide to this edition of Wrestler Annual 

YOUR LETTERS 

Opening up the pages of Wrestler Annual to you, our readers 
INTRODUCING THE BLADE RUNNERS 

A look back at the men who became Sting and Ultimate Warrior 
YOUNG SENSATION DON MURACO ADMITS: 

‘|! TOOK UP WRESTLING BECAUSE I’M A HAM!”’ 

The Hawaiian star admits he likes to show off 

Q & A: LEX LUGER 
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Looking back at two men destined to become legends 
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Why Adonis was thwarted in his quest for the WWF title 
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SPECIAL GIFT OFFER 


During this holiday season, 
we are offering two great ways to save you money— 
and make your friends or relatives (or yourself!) very happy! 


SS OFF 
OUR LOW EVERYDAY PRICE!! 


Option 1: Order one subscription to THE WRESTLER at the regular low price of $17. Order a second subscrip- 
tion for $12—a savings of FIVE DOLLARS! 





Option 2: Order one subscription for yourself at our regular low price, then extend your subscription a second year 
at the FIVE DOLLAR discount. You'll receive 24 issues of THE WRESTLER! 


[Note to current subscribers: You can take advantage of this offer, too. 
If you want to extend your current subscriptions, just indicate so on the coupon.] 


Attractive gift notices will be sent by us to the recipient(s) 
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Randy Savage desperately dives to tag off t 
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o Hulk Hogan at SummerSlam 88 while Ted 


DiBiase watches. SummerSlam marked “‘The Hulkster’s’’ return to Madison Square Garden 
and featured one of the most controversial matches of the year: The Megapowers’ victory 


over The Megabucks. 


N A SUMMER of spectacular 

wrestling events, perhaps the 
most exciting and significant was 
the WWF’s SummerSlam _ 88. 
Held on August 29 in Madison 
Square Garden and seen nation- 
wide by a pay-per-view audience, 
SummerSlam saw Hulk Hogan 
and Randy Savage reunite “The 
Megapowers” for a battle with 
“The Megabucks,” Ted DiBiase 
and Andre the Giant. And who 
could forget The Ultimate War- 
rior’s stunning 31-second destruc- 
tion of The Honky Tonk Man to 
win the Intercontinental title? Re- 
live all the excitement with Wres- 
tler Annual’s_ special full-color 
section. 

Starting with this issue, Wrestler 
Annual will reprint articles from 
our whole family of magazines, 
not just The Wrestler. Now you 
can enjoy classic stories first seen 
in Inside Wrestling, Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated, Sports Review Wres- 
tling, and Wrestling 88, among 
others. It’s just another step in our 
efforts to bring you the very best 
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in wrestling journalism. 

Bruiser Brody and Adrian Ado- 
nis were two of wrestling’s biggest 
stars, but for two different rea- 
sons. Brody had a worldwide rep- 
utation for toughness that was un- 
matched by anyone in the sport. 
Adonis once had a similar reputa- 
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Bruiser Brody viciously lifts Brad Armstrong 
by the trunks and prepares to slam him to 
the mat. Brody was murdered in Puerto 
Rico this past summer. 
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tion, but then let his physique de- 
teriorate and started acting as 
though he were gay. This sum- 
mer, they both met a violent end. 
Brody was murdered in Puerto 
Rico, and Adonis was killed in a 
car accident in Canada. Wrestler 
Annual remembers these men 


with several interesting stories 
from their pasts. 
Tough Men, Tough Lives: 


The Twin Tragedies Of Bruiser 
Brody & Adrian Adonis (Wres- 
tling 88, Winter 1988) is the story 
of the successful careers of Brody 
and Adonis and how those Ca- 
reers came to such a tragic end. 
But the memories live on. Not 
only was Brody the consummate 
wildman, he was perhaps the big- 
gest American star on: the Japa- 
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Jesse Ventura grabs Rick Martel as Adrian 
Adonis comes down with a elbow. Adonis 
died in a car accident in Newfoundland on 
July 4. 


nese wrestling circuit. Aside from 
being a skilled singles competitor, 
Adonis was a WWF World tag 
team champion’ with Dick 
Murdoch. 

Adonis was always convinced 
that he was a better wrestler than 
former WWF _ champion’ Bob 
Backlund, but thought he was be- 
ing ripped off by crooked referees 
and bad rules. Adrian Adonis: ‘‘ 

(Continued on page 8) 






November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 

December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich. 
Billy Jack. Flair. Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
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January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

August 1985/BONUS 4-PG, COLOR 
SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 








January 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! 
10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 
Sammartino. 

February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 


Stwnener Bloody Scmrener: 


TRE RED-HOT WAR BETWEEN 
WIKITA KOLOFF AND MAGHUM TA. 
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October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 


January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 

May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 


July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 


att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
loffs, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 

April 1988/Special issue! Starrcade '87, 
Survivor Series, AWA & World Class. 
Also: Strike Force, Luger, Rockers. 
May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 

June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk, 

July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering. 

September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. 
October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
night Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 


BACK ISSUES OF 


Don’t miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans 
for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don't 
delay —order today! 
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Can Beat Backlund ... | Just 
Can’t Beat The System!”’ (/nside 
Wrestling, May 1982) expresses 
Adonis’ frustration over his inabil- 
ity to win the World title. 

When he_- switched From 
Leather To Lace: Adrian Ado- 
nis’ Startling Transformation 
(The Wrestler, September 1986) 
was a surprise to many who had 
heard him speak with pride on 
growing up tough in New York’s 
Hell’s kitchen. Was his sudden 
urge to wear pink frilly things just 
a move to boost his sagging 
(waistline?) career, or was he real- 
ly undergoing some sort of 
change? 

For years, a different question 
was being asked of Bruiser 
Brody: Is He Wrestling’s Most 
Dangerous Man? (/nside Wres- 
tling, September 1982). Many of 
his unfortunate opponents thought 
so, and wanted him fined or sus- 
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INTRODUCTION 


(Continued from page 6) 


pended, or banned. But other, 
more worthy competitors were 
willing to fight Brody on his terms, 
and for that they earned his 
respect. 

Such wrestlers. were the Von 
Erichs, who fought with Brody as 
well as against him. In The Free- 
birds-Bruiser Brody War: A Spe- 
cial Report By Kerry Von Erich 
(The Wrestler, August 1986), Ker- 
ry outlines why Brody was a loyal 
and willing partner in The Von 
Erichs’ ongoing war with the infa- 
mous Freebirds. 

Today you Know them as The 
Ultimate Warrior and Sting, but 
did you know they were once a 
tag team called The Blade Run- 
ners? In Introducing The Blade 
Runners (The Wrestler, May 
1986), Rock (Warrior) and Flash 
(Sting) tell why they are certain to 
become awesome forces in wres- 
tling. They were right. If Warrior 
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Blade Runner Rock whips Ted DiBiase into the ropes. Rock, now known as The Ultimate 


Warrior, recently won the WWF Intercontinental champion. 
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and Sting decided to become a 
tag team again, they’d instantly 
be top contenders for any world 
title. 

Young Sensation Don Muraco 
Admits: “| Took Up Wrestling 
Because I’m A Ham!” (The 
Wrestler, March 1972). Sixteen 
years later, Muraco’s whimsical 
attitude has given way to an inten- 
sity that carried him to two Inter- 
continental titles. The physique is 
still formidable, the skill is still ad- 
mirable, but the man is older and 
wiser. 


Don Muraco plants a foot in Bob Backlund’s 
throat. Back in 1981, Muraco was one of the 
most feared wrestlers in the WWF. 

At the beginning of his career, 
Lex Luger had a lot to look for- 
ward to. Experts were touting him 
as the sport’s next superstar even 
before he completed his first year 
as a professional. In Q & A: Lex 
Luger (The Wrestler, July 1986), 
veteran reporter Matt Brock asks 
the rookie how his total dedication 
to physical conditioning squares 
with his rulebreaking philosophy. 

As always, Wrestler Annual in- 
cludes a section for “Your Let- 
ters’ and the important and well- 


respected “Ratings” and 
“Ratings Analysis.” Happy 
reading. a 








June 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 
winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 
Patera, Flair. 


August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo, Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Blassie. 

October 1982/COLOR PINUP: Jerry 
Lawler. Ric Flair, Rhodes, Graham, 
Race, Funk Jr. 


January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullivan, Backlund. 
February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 
April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 
Gorff, Hart. 
June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 
July 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 
August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 

0. Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wrestling Il. 
October 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 
November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 
January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 

‘ Dillon, Sawyer. 

February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling Il, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan. 
July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 
August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 
October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 
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November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 


January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 

February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan; Backlund, 
Ellering. 

April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 

June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Bar 
ham. Dusty Rhodes, Slaughter, 
Von Erich, T.A. 


Wind- 
ogan, 





oO 4 
ry 


ThE, SORES WraseIte 
isi + as 
if & sot 


ATED 






id @ PRES conPceiaCmcK MARTE 
} AAGNUM TA OLN 108 THES WOREO THLE 


JULY 1985 
July 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sgt. Slaugh- 


ter. Hogan vs. Piper, Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., Martel. 


September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 

October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 
December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 
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January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 


February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors; San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 


April 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
endi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 


May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 
dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 


June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. 


July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors. 


August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy Savage, Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 


October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 


November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bull , Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 
December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham. 


January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. 
February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorff. 
April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex Luger. 
D & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 
go, Housecleaning. 
May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Tourny, Al- 
bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 
June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 
gan: Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 
reebirds, Hall. . 
July 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight 
Rockers. Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 
August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious. Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 
October1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Di- 
Biase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Please send me the back issues I've checked. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 





boat mail, and two dollars for every back issue sent by air mail. 
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BACK ISSUES 0 REE 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE. ] 


November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
Harts, Hogan, Windham. 

January 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Road Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko. 
February 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin. Randy Savage, Garvin-Flair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 

April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, Iron Sheik. 

May 1988/COLOR PINUP: Seo Baal 
dre, Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, Cornette, 
Owen Hart. 

June 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tully Blan- 
chard. Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 

July 1988/COLOR PINUP: Curt Hennig. 
Hogan vs. Andre, Express vs. Rockers, 
Beefcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting. 
August 1988/COLOR PINUP: Al Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four. 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 

October 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ultimate 
Warrior. Stn SevOUe, Lawler, Wil- 
liams, Steamboat, Varsity Club. 
November 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Midnight Express. Hogan, Rhodes, Ex- 
press, Powers of Pain. 

December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Four Horsemen, Brody, 
Bigelow, Garvin, Precious. 
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TAG TEAM TOPICS 

| would like to express my opinion 
on who will be the next tag team 
Champions in all the major 
federations. 


When | look at Ax and Smash, | . 


can’t eat for a week! They should call 
themselves “Spike” and “Cane’”’ be- 
cause that’s the only way they win— 
by using those foreign objects. They 


Bret Hart sets up Smash for a piledriver, but 
Ax sneaks up from behind to hit him with a 


megaphone at SummerSlam 88. Roddie ) 


Beckwith looks for Demolition to lose their 
WWF tag belts to The Midnight Rockers. 


will get stiff competition from The 
Powers of Pain and The Hart Foun- 
dation, but cheating will save them. 
Temporarily, that is. Look for The 
Midnight Rockers to slip in and beat 
Demolition in the upcoming year. 
Arn Anderson and Tully Blanchard 
are great champions—especially Arn. 
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He’s got all the moves. He’s got a 
gourdbuster, a spinebuster, and a 
wide variety of other maneuvers. 
Blanchard’s best move is tagging out! 
They will stay on top for a while by 
beating idiot teams, but The Midnight 
Express will knock them off their 
perch. 

As for the AWA World tag team 
champions, Bad Company will hold 
the belts until they retire. 

RODDIE BECKWITH 
Emmet, NE 


GREAT AMERICAN BASH? 

On July 26, 1988, | brought my 
grandson to the Great American 
Bash held at the Savannah Civic 
Center. | am very sorry | did this, 
because he keeps asking me why 
The Four Horsemen have to cheat so 
much to win a match. |, personally, 
do not believe that Ric Flair could win 
on his own merit as he did in the 
past. 

Do you think cheating and dishon- 
esty should be so prevalent? It is a 
sad state of affairs when young peo- 
ple are being given the wrong im- 
pression. The Horseman slogan is: 
“Win any way you can, whether by 
cheating, foul play, or ganging up five 
on one.” 

The main event was a. tag team 
contest pitting Barry Windham and 
Flair against Lex Luger and Sting. 


Send Letters To: 
YOUR LETTERS 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


After much unsportsmanlike conduct 
and interference by J.J. Dillon, Luger 
and Sting got the advantage. Wind- 
ham and Flair were beaten. Then, 
inexplicably, Ric and Barry left the 
ring and did not return. After waiting 
a while to see the result, we were 
told that the Horsemen had lost by 
countout. We left with a very unsatis- 
fied feeling. No action was taken to 
ensure that the match continue. We 
bought ringside seats particularly for 
this match. 

The NWA came back to Savannah 
on August 30, but | was not in at- 
tendance. | refused to subject my 
grandson to such flagrant cheating 
and foul play again. The “champion” 
should set an example to the world, 
both in word and in deed. Also, why 
doesn’t Flair defend his belt more of- 
ten? And why must he talk so crude- 
ly to the fans? He is the worst ex- 
cuse for a champion we have ever 
seen. 
| don’t expect these questions to 
be answered, but they are something 
to think about. 

MARGARET MARTIN 
Savannah, GA 


IN THE STARS 
When | first saw your Fall 1988 
cover story ‘What The Stars Have In 
Store For Your Favorite Wrestlers,” | 
(Continued on page 12) 
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June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 

Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 

Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 

Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 

September 1982/Stories include! Atlas, 

Piper, Lawler, Brody. 

October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 

dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 

Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 

December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 

gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
February 1983/Stories include: 

Rhodes, Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 

Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 

Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 

Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 

vin, Rogers, Orton. 

July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 

birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 

Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 

September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 

zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 

ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 

November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 

gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 

December 1983/Stories include: Von 

Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 

March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 

Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 

boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 

Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 

Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 

Martel, Wrestling Il. 

August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 

Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 

September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 

tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 


------ 


| INSIDE WRESTLING 


October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 
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April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 
October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
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November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R'n’R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 
March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 
April 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 
May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 
June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 
October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 
November 1986/Stories include: War- 
riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 

February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair. 

March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs. 

April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 

May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 

June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. 
July 1987/Stories include: Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons., 
August 1987/Stories include: Dusty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Cornette. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Race, R&R Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk. 
October 1987/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler. 
November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Bulldogs, Rhodes. 
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BACK ISSUES 0; >> 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your 
collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, “The 
magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.’’ Get all the information you 
need to keep up on the pro wrestling 
scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 
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December 1987/Stories include: Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
January 1988/Stories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin. 
February 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Arn, 

March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 
April 1988/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Ultimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, Di- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
June 1988/Stories include: Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 

July 1988/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age-DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
September 1988/SPECIAL ISSUE: Col- 
or coverage of WMIV, Parade of 
Champs, Crockett Cup. Plus: Lawler, 
Von Erich, Hart, Cornette. 

October 1988/Stories include: 
Megapowers vs, Megabucks, Horse- 
men, Lawler. 

November 1988/Stories include: Kerry 
vs. Lawler, Windham, Luger, Muraco. 
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thought | was in for some ridiculous 
article written by someone who knew 
nothing about astrology. Boy, was | 
wrong! Zenid Ambraham’s star pre- 
dictions were right on target. Let’s 
review some of them. , 

Zenid advised Kevin Von Erich to 
break away from his brother and 
seek personal triumphs. If he had 
only heeded this advice: A few weeks 
after | bought Wrestler Annual, Kerry 





Kevin Von Erich announces that he won’t 
be able to defend his World Class Texas 
title and will be replaced by his brother Ker- 


ry. 
belt 
lost Kevin's World Class Texas belt 
while substituting for him. 

Next, she accurately predicted 
“success for all of the Horsemen.” 
How true her prediction was: The 
Horsemen have all the belts! 

When Zenid said, ‘Look for Hulk 
Hogan to make a triumphant return 
in August,’ she knew what she was 
talking about! She was off by only 
one day! Hogan actually returned on 
July 31! 

In the section on Dusty Rhodes, 
Zenid begged him to consider retir- 
ing. Indeed, if any time would be 
right for Dusty to get out, it’s now. He 
rarely wins anymore. 

That was enough to convince me 
that Zenid should have a regular 
place in your magazine! 

MARLON SANDERS 
Louisville, KY 


Iceman Parsons defeated Kerry for the 


ONE OF MANY 


Add my name to the list of fans . 


who were absolutely thrilled to watch 
Ultimate Warrior brutalize The Honky 
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YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 10) 


Ultimate Warrior floors The Honky Tonk Man at SummerSlam 88. Les! 





ie Postal says 


Ultimate will be Intercontinental champion for a long time. 


Tonk Man and take his belt at 
SummerSlam 88. The only problem | 
saw was that the attack lasted but 31 
seconds. | could have watched the 
Warrior beat up on Honky all night! 

| think the Warrior showed a lot of 
character and ability in that Interconti- 
nental victory. Brutus Beefcake (the 
man you ranked as Honky’s top chal- 
lenger) had months to take the |-C 
tile—and failed! Warrior destroyed 
Honky Tonk right away! That's how a 
challenger should attack, with verve, 
gusto, and panache! 

All | know is that The Ultimate 
Warrior will be champion for months 
to come. Maybe he'll even erase 
Honky’s I-C record! | hope. 

LESLIE POSTAL 
Lynchburg, VA 


IF YOU CANT BEAT ’EM ... 

|, for one, am very excited to see 
that Jerry Lawler and Kerry Von Erich 
are finally teaming up. This certainly 
allays my concern that their pure 
‘just-for-the-belts” feud was going to 
seriously jeopardize their friendship. 
Seeing Kerry and Jerry teaming up 
against the evil in wrestling is heart- 
ening, and convinces me that honest 
competition is still possible in the mat 
world. 

Kerry and Jerry started their battles 
with the idea that it was an honorable 
belt-against-belt feud. Unfortunately, it 
threatened to escalate due to the in- 
herent flammability of title matches. 





AWA World champ Jerry Lawler and World 
Class champ Kerry Von Erich have deep 
respect for each other, despite their recent 
series of title vs. title matches. 


Fortunately, Kerry and Jerry real- 
ized that the time had come to end 
the series. Neither man had lost his 
belt, yet both were satisfied with the 
way they honorably defended their re- 
spective titles and federations. 

Now, they are turning their atten- 
tion to fighting their common ene- 
mies, and | think it’s great. One of 
those enemies is Austin Idol. Al- 
though Idol didn’t have the guts to 
show up at the first match, it was 
Idol's challenge that helped forge the 
Kerry-Jerry alliance. Although it may 
not last long (it almost disintegrated 
when Lawler accidently hit Von 
Erich), it just goes to show that rivals 
can still find common ground in a 
common purpose. 

| hope the team lasts. They’ve got 
a lot of work to do! 

ARTHUR YOUNG 
Memphis, TNC 





The Von Ench 
family has long 
been known as 

“The First Family 
Of Professional 
Wrestling.’ Now, 
a deluxe-quality 
videotape and 
collectors’ edition 
hardcover book 


"| Front Row Ringside 








THE VON ERICHS: FRONT ROW RINGSIDE is an up-close and personal look 
at the Von Enich legend culled from the extensive video library of World Class 
Championship Wrestling and featuring at-home interviews with Kerry, Kevin, 
Mike, and Fnitz. This program will be a valuable addition to your videotape col- 
lection. (Sorry, VHS format only is available in this special offer.) Included in this 
sensational 70-minute tape: 

@ The entire June 1, 1982, Fritz Von Erich no-disqualification retirement match 
against King Kong Bundy. 

@ The complete March 4, 1983, Kevin Von Erich-Terry Gordy match in which 
Kevin won the World Class American belt! 

@ Highlights of David Von Erich battling Jim Garvin, Kamala, and Harley 
Race. 

@ The entire May 6, 1984, bout in which Kerry Von Ench captured the NWA 
World title from Ric Flair at Texas Stadium in front of 43,518 fans. 

® Highlights of Mike Von Erich’s November 24, 1983, debut match against 


- Gen. Skandor Akbar, and a battle against John Tatum. 
bring all the excitement, * Spi footage of Chus Von Erich Fut vs, Joe Blanchard: David spanking Sunshine; six 


drama, tragedy, and tnri-  ™manaction featuring Mike, Lance, & Kevin, and David, Kevin, and Kerry; and Mike’s hospital- 
umph of the Von Enchs - ization from toxic shock syndrome. 


into your home! -:::°*° 
- THE VON ERICHS: A FAMILY ALBUMis a magnificent 
history of the entire Von Ench family in words and pictures. | 
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_ Subtitled “Tragedies And Triumphs Of America’s First Fam- 2 


ily Of Wrestling,” the book chronicles Fritz, Doris, Kevin, 
David, Kerry, Mike, and Chris—plus rare photos of Jack—in © 
over 100 black-and-white photographs and 32 pages of daz- 
zling color photography. Many of these photos are from the 
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VONERICHS 


nice 


Tam enclosing: 
© $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage and handling) for each Front Row Ringside tape I am ordering. 
© $15.95 ($13.95 plus $2.00 postage and handling) for each A Family Album book I am ordering. 

© $44.95 ($39.95 plus $5.00 postage and handling) for each Superfan Package 1 am ordering. 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 


CITY 3-5 TaOPT 8 NORE 0) he a i Ree ESTATE 821, 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape or book ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape or book ordered for air- 
mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Foreign customers: Please be sure your videotape system is NTSC compatible. 


: 
. 
Von Ench personal family scrapbooks (including many 
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Make check or money order payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


PLEASE RUSH ME: 

() THE VON ERICHS: FRONT ROW RINGSIDE videotape (VHS orders only) 
(1) THE VON ERICHS: A FAMILY ALBUM hardcover book 

[] MONEY-SAVING SUPERFAN PACKAGE!—one each: videotape and book 


baby photos and schoo! portraits) and have neverbeen 
published anywhere—until now! This beautifully designed — 

hardcover volume measures 82x11 and is 128 pages in 
length. You'll be proud to add this to your personal library. 





r 
—S—— SSeS SS eee i eee ee > ——- OOOO 2S —™— . 
: ve 


INTRODUCING 


THE BLADE RUNNERS 





Y NOW, MOST readers of this 
magazine will have seen the 
movie Rocky IV, in which Holly- 
wood's favorite sports figure travels 
to the Soviet Union to battle the 
physically awesome Russian boxer, 
lvan Drago. 
Early in the movie, a press con- 
ference is held at Drago’s training 


camp, which is equipped with 
State-of-the-art electronic equip- 
ment designed to scientifically 


measure Drago’s physical condition 
and in turn develop a program for 
optimum training. 

During the press conference, 
Drago’s wife points out to reporters 
that the Russian training methods 
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The Blade Runners—Rock (6’4’’, 295) and Flash (6’3”, 
a new era with their training techniques. Most important, however, they have to prove that 





being used on Drago are the most 
advanced in the world. Drago then 
demonstrates how one machine 
measures punching power per 
square inch, and how another de- 
termines which muscles Drago 
should be developing in which way. 

Strange as it may seem, this 
kind of training is not entirely the 
product of a hyperactive Hollywood 
imagination. 

Indeed, while there may not be 
international press conferences and 
state-of-the-art technology involved, 
and while there may not be a 
multi-million dollar training center 
at their disposal, The Blade Run- 
ners are two wrestlers who have 
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they have the ability to utilize their awesome bodies in the ring. 


» muscular. 





270)—could bring pro wrestling into 


carried professional wrestling into 
the computer age—and beyond. 

‘We have developed a series of 
analysis  programs,’’ explained 
Blade Runner Flash, “into which 
we feed data regarding our food in- 
take, our sleep habits, our physical 
dimensions, our weight training reg- 
imen, and so forth. The computer 
crunches the numbers, and in turn 
makes recommendations regarding 
modifications of our _ training 
habits.”’ 

If that sounds like someone from 
Revenge Of The Nerds speaking, 
one look at a photo of The Blade 
Runners will quickly dispel that 
notion. 

On the one hand there’s Flash, a 
6'3"’, 2/70-pound tower of solid 
muscle. On the other hand there’s 
Rock, 6’4’’ and 295, and equally 
Their bodies are best 
compared to those of The Road 
Warriors or Nikita Koloff. And once 
they get some professional experi- 
ence behind them, they should be- 
come extremely formidable 
competitors. 

“We were taught the basics by 
one of the real legends of wrestling, 
Red Bastien,’’ said Rock. ‘‘Me and 
Flash are both from California, and 
we met while we were both training 
for a Mr. America contest. We kept 
in touch, but didn’t see much of 


each other until we were ap- 
(Continued on page 16) 





The Blade Runners claim that their look, training methods, and 
wrestling style are all 40 years ahead of their time. Yet as Flash 
and Rock continue to dominate the Mid-Southern tag team scene, 
it quickly becomes apparent that for The Blade Runners, the 
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future is now! 





A SPECIAL OFFER FOR ALL 


“HULKAMANIACS™ 











THE HULK HOGAN : 10 ISSUES FOR 
BACK ISSUE f JUST $19.95! 
SPECTACULAR’ Pays 





‘ INCLUDED IN THIS aon, 2 
INCREDIBLE OFFER: | (Sse Have 
@ July 1982 Inside Wrestling—'Twenty BUS ee Sy NO 
Minutes That Shook Wrestling: Hulk Cie tATED E 
Hogan Takes The AWA Belt!’ eet | 
@ July 1983 Inside Wrestling—“Ventura ) 
P And Patera Awaken A Sleeping Giant: 
Hulk Hogan On A Rampage!” 
® January 1984 The Wrestler—‘‘Is Hulk 
Hogan Afraid To Be Champion?” 
@ April 1985 /nside Wrestling—‘How 
Rock Star Cyndi Lauper Brought Lou 
i Albano And Hulk Hogan T +. 
@February 1986 The Wrestler—“Hulk 
Hogan’s Trust Pays Off: ‘Paul Omdorff Is Lins, 
The Best Partner I’ve Ever Had!’ ”’ x, 
® Winter 1986 Wrestling Superstars— fe in 





THIS SPECIAL 10-PACK OF 
BACK ISSUES BRINGS YOU A 
CAREER’S WORTH OF 
ACTION AND DRAMA 
. 7 A HIGHLIGHTING THE SPORT'S 
| ae, 5 NUMBER-ONE STAR OF 

“ag SS Ra “9, ALL TIME! 


“Su r Dream Match: Hulk Hogan 
vs. Ric Flair’’ 

@ Spring 1987 Wrestling Superstars— 
featuring a full-color “Action Gallery” 
centerfold of Hogan career highlights 
®@ August 1987 Pro Wrestling 
Ilustrated—‘‘Giant Killer! Hogan 
Topples Andre At WrestleMania Ill!” 

@ May 1988 Sports Review Wrestling— 
“Special Section: The Andre-Hogan 





Feud—A Pictorial History!” 

@ July 1988 Pro Wrestling Iilustrated— 
“lve Been In A Dreamworld And Andre 
Is My Worst Nightmare!” An exclusive 
“Press Conference” with Hulk Hogan 





IF PURCHASED SEPARATELY, 


Make check payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please send me Hulk Hogan 10-Packs. | am 


THESE 10 ACTION-PACKED BACK enclosing $19.95 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for each 10-Pack I’ve ordered. 


ISSUES WOULD COST YOU NAME 
$30.00—BUT NOW, THIS SPECIAL 
HULK HOGAN 10-PACK CAN BE ADDRESS 
YOURS FOR ONLY $19.95! THAT’S 
A SAVINGS OF OVER 33% OFF 

THE REGULAR BACK 

ISSUE PRICE! 

Sorry: no substitutions of back issues. 


CULY tite AS. fs Las 2 - STATE: See ie 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $10.00 for each 10-Pack ordered for boat 
mail, and $20.00 for each 10-Pack ordered for air mail. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 











INTRODUCING 


(Continued from page 14) 





Idol, and Phil Hickerson and Koko 
Ware.”’ 

When The Blade Runners made 
their pro debut last December in 
Jonesboro, Arkankas, against the 
team of Jerry Bryant and Lou Win- 
Ston, they were known as The Free- 
dom Fighters. They won that match 
match in less than three minutes, 
and in the month that followed won 
all their matches in about three 
minutes or less. 

While The Freedom Fighters were 
destroying all tag team competition 
they were given, many fan favorites 
in the Mid-Southern area were seen 
courting their friendship. 

Before long, they appeared on 
television and said that they didn’t 
want friends, they wanted competi- 
tion. They said that Phil Hickerson, 
in particular, was afraid to step into 
the ring with them. An_ insulted 
Hickerson joined with Koko Ware to 
wrestle the rookie team. He would 
regret doing so. The veteran sus- 
tained a broken arm when Flash 
and Rock attacked him outside the 
ring with the timekeeper’s bell. 

Not long after that incident, The 
Freedom Fighters changed their 


name to The Blade Runners and 
began applying makeup to their 
faces before each match. 


The Blade Runners are content to get by on brute force until they can gain the experience 
needed to outwrestle their opponents. Engaging in a test of strength with Flash (above) is a 
foolish mistake. Rock can break a man’s jaw with the strength in his hands (below). 





proached by Rick Bassman of 
Powerteam U.S.A.” 

Bassman’s Powerteam U.S.A. is 
a California-based four-man team 
consisting of a quartet of all-Ameri- 
can musclemen with good looks 
and strength to match. Rock and 
Flash joined Powerteam U.S.A., 
and began training under Bastien 
shortly thereafter. ‘They wrestled a 
few professional matches in Califor- 
nia, where they remained undefeat- 
ed, then decided to break away 
from Powerteam and travel to the 
Mid-Southern area. 

“The tag team competition in 
the Mid-Southern area is clearly the 
best anywhere in the world,’’ Flash 
said. ‘‘We knew that we would be 
right in there along with such 
teams as The Fantastics, The Fabu- 
lous Ones, Jerry Lawler and Austin 


‘We both admired the movie 
Blade Runner,’’ Rock said. ‘‘Like 
the movie, Flash and | are a good 
40 years ahead of our time. We're 
stronger, smarter, more technologi- 
cally innovative, and far more so- 
phisticated with regard to training 
than anyone else in_ professional 
wrestling.” 

“That's right,’’ Flash added. 
‘We are years ahead of anyone 
else, and by the time they catch up 
to us, we'll be even farther along. 
The only thing we're lacking is pro- 
fessional experience, and that’s a 
gap that is being closed quickly. 

‘“‘Take a look at us,’’ Flash said, 
“take a good look into our eyes, 
and look into the future of this 
sport. We are The Blade Runners— 
the cutting edge of professional 
wrestling!”’ = 
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FIRST CLASS! 


A combination subscription to Wrestling 88 and Wrestling Superstars brings you eight quality quarterlies 
every year. 








When you subscribe, you will receive a 
package of two magazines every three 
months (a total of eight per year). Here’s 
what a “First Class Subscriber’”’ will get: 
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® Four issues per year of wrestling’s full- 
color magazine, Wrestling 88, the 
magazine printed on slick paper, 
illustrated with the finest color 
photographs available anywhere, and 
written by the world’s best wrestling 








= journalists! 
LEX LUGER OR Ooty |) : 
fou Decide: Wie oll iy ® Four issues per year of the only 
“Future ppbebuate =e ROAD WARRIG magazine with the full-color “Action 
Poe © Gallery,” Wrestling Superstars, the 


FOR THE ULTI 


Eel magazine that takes a close-up look at 
wrestling ‘s biggest stars. 





Four issues of Wrestling 88 plus four issues of Wrestling Superstars for just $15.00, a savings of $5.00 
off the newsstand price! Each issue is delivered to your door in a protective manila envelope! 











(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $21. ) 
Please allow up to twelve weeks before you receive your first issue. 


, | Want To Go First Class. Please enter my joint subscription for Wrestling 88 and Wrestling Superstars— 
A total of eight big issues per year. | enclose $15 -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- as payment in full. 
: 
y Make Check Payable And Send To: . [| NEW ONLY | 
j TV SPORTS _] RENEWAL { 
| BOX 48 § I & 
j ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 11571 
| A Savings Of $5 | 
Name 7 
| Address | 
| [ 
} City State Zip ae 
| 
| 
| | 





“| TOOK UP WRESTLING 


> YOUNG 
i SENSATION 
DON 
MURACO 


ADMITS: 







Don Muraco smiles as 
he admits People say 
he's crazy to leave 

he warm, blue ocean 
around Hawaij for 
the cold winters of 
the Windy City. “] 
did it,” he admitted, 
“because I'm a ham.” 














Underwater photographer Don Muraco 
became a wrestler by accident. But now 
he’s making other wrestlers wish that 
accident never happened 


W HY WOULD A man who's 
a professional underwater 
photographer and skindiver leave 
the beauty and warmth of the Ha- 
waiian Islands to begin a career as 
a wrestler in Chicago? 

Why would a man with a face and 
build like a Hollywood movie star 
take a chance on winding up with 
cauliflower ears, a broken nose and 
missing teeth? 

“That's what I keep asking my- 
self,” laughed Don Muraco, relaxing 
in his dressing room before his match 
against Jack Benz in the Chicago 
Amphitheater. “I know it’s crazy 
and I can wind up looking like I 
walked out of a plane crash—but 
I like it. 'm a ham. I enjoy being 
in the spotlight and I enjoy hear- 
ing the fans cheer for me. 

“Most of what I accomplished be- 
fore, I accomplished underwater. 
The only ones I impressed were the 
fish. 1 loved what I was doing and 
still do. But I wanted to try some- 
thing else, something new.” 

Muraco, a well-built, handsome, 


young man, who stands six feet tall 
and weighs 230 pounds, worked at 
one of the most dangerous jobs in 
the world. Diving in the Hawaiian 
Islands, because of rugged cliffs, 
rough water, and swift currents, is 
something restricted to only the best 
men in the profession. And Don has 
already accomplished spectacular 
feats as an underwater photographer. 

When he wasn’t photographing 
fish and underwater coral forma- 
tions, Don used to lift weights (he 
can bench press 475 pounds) and 
work out in a gym in Honolulu. That 
place was also a hangout for popu- 
lar Hawaiian wrestler Sam Steam- 
boat, the man who first got Don in- 
terested in wrestling. 

“Most of the people who work out 
in a gym have nine-to-five jobs so 
they go there at night,” Don said. 
“During the daytime the place is 
pretty empty. I used to watch Sam 
work out and after a while he asked 
me if I wanted to try it. He showed 
me a few things and I became a nut 
about it. After a while he couldn't 





Relaxing before his 
match with Jack Benz, 
Don thinks about the 
life he gave up for 
wrestling (left). 
Above: Don signs all 
the autographs he can 
and fans are always 
flocking around him. 
“I can’t get over how 
nice wrestling fans 
have been to me,” he 
says. “I feel at home 
wherever I go.” 


(Continued on page 58) 
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An Impossible Dream? 


WE SAY AN EMPHATIC NTo=71N) SO WILL YOU! 





Now You Can Replace “a 
Fat with Muscle... we 
Have an “lron — i i ll 
Stomach.. oe 
SEE Improvement / 










Every Day! 


It's Easy 
And We'll Prove It To You 
FREE! 


You may have thought you'd have to “pump 
iron” six hours a day to be able to enjoy the kind 
of muscular build other men envy and girls love. 
Not so! Now a revolutionary new method, 
“3 Easy Muscle-Building Sessions a Week,” odds 
inches to your arms, strength to your bock and 
legs, and that gorgeous muscle-ripple to your 
stomach —literolly in front of your own eyes. 


Days, Not Months! 


Your mirror won't lie to you. Within o week your 
friends will see o change. When you put on o 
T-shirt they, and you, will wonder where oll 

the muscles came from. Your build will toper 
from shoulders to waist the way you've always 
dreamed it might. 

And you don’t have to sweat away in a gym 
or on a bunch of creoking machines. You'll build 
strength and power in the privacy of your 
own bedroom. 


Try This Quick Test 


Grob the “love handles” ot your beltline. If you 
have more than an inch of flab at the waist, read 
this next paragraph very carefully: 

If you really want to get rid of thot flab and 
have a trim, rock-hard belly, you can do it. 
Absolutely. That goes for arms and legs too. 


“I'm Too Fat.” 
“I'm Too Skinny ” 


There's no such thing as a man’s body that can’t be 
built up. 
You can be fat as a tub or skinny os 0 stick. 

So what? You're making a fresh, new start. In days 
you'll look at your mirror in triumph, not chagrin. 
Most men don't want to look as though they 
spend all day in the gym. They aren't entering a 

“Mr. Universe” contest. 


‘reason you can't. 








es 


No, what they want is to look good in a 
bathing suit. They want to have the “V" from 
shoulders to waist. They want to hove that lean, 
healthy, muscular look women love. They want 
to feel strong. They want to surge with vigor. mail it. 


Here’s What to Do, 
Right Now: 


Put your nome and address on the coupon and 
And there’s no reason they can’t. There’s no Because this program is effective in days, 
every day you deloy con cost you happiness and 


Oh, correction, there might be one reason: good looks. 


If you don’t bother to find out. 


“What Does It Cost?” 


It doesn’t cost you a cent to get oll the facts, plus 
wipes eee COUPON BRINGS YOU 
All Dn res you ae right i aay all the A BIG, ILLUSTRATED 
acts in front o uU. we won't char ou 

anything to Sane A big, very bir ste pile PACKET OF IN FORMATION. 


of information is yours FREE. NO COST OR OBLIGATION 


You con go as for as you like. You're the boss in 


another look in the mirror. This literally can change 
your life. Isn't your body worth one stamp? 











Your only investment is a postage stamp. Take 





this wonderfully easy way to look and feel great. 






IS THIS FOR REAL? 


Time ond again we heor: “Come on, | 
won't be able to see bodybuilding results 
in one week.” 

Oh, yes, you will. This od cost money, 
and sending you the information costs 
money. You con bet we wouldn't moke a 
claim we con't keep, in print. 

The difference between this and ony 
“Course” or “Regimen” you may hove 
seen before is one you'll spot as soon as 
your free foct-pocked bundle comes in 
the moil. 

If you're interested, send for it. You 
have nothing to lose. 
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Okay, I’m willing to look of your 
pocket of information. Rush if to me — 
no obligation, of course. 


Nome! —__—_ — + = eee 


Addn —~ 
9) ee 
B Stote— —___ Zip —_____f 
"A Universo! Bodybuilding, Dept. 27 ij 


Lock Box 6694 + Detroit, MI 48240 B 
Ww oa fo ee SS es 


If coupon is missing, write direct to; 
Universal Bodybuildina, Dept. 27 
Lock Box 6694 + Detroit, MI 48230 


*¢ 1987 Universal Bodybuilding 
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RP Le LE FEATURE | 


Pro Wrestiing Illustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action and 
excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memorable 
matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

®Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

® Ric Flair's victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

® Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

® Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at ‘‘Starrcade ‘83’ 

@®The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

®@ Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman’s 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV 
video hit “Willie And The Hand Jive’ 

@ Ail this, and much, much more. 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ 5.00 postage & handling) 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


TV SPORTS 
LORDS OF THE RING 
Save $15! 


BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
Please check which format you want CL) VHS Cj Beta 





Please rush me _______ copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose 
$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) -U.S. 
FUNDS ONLY- for each tape | am ordering. 


Name 
Address 
City 


Sate. _- Zip; 


qtr Lec ane 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash"—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
tling excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 


The Card At ‘‘The Great American Bash’’: 

® Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
@®The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 
@Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

® Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

® Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 

@Ole & Arn Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

®@ Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

@Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ 5.00 postage & handling) 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


TV SPORTS 
RINGMASTERS 
| Save $15! 


BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
0 VHS O Beta 





Please check which format you want 


Please rush me ...... copies of Ringmasters: The Great American 
Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & 
handling) -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- for each tape | am ordering. 


Name 
Address 


City State’. Zip. 


For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
Please allow 34 weeks for delivery. 
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Each month, 
The Wrestler will 
present a “Question and 
Answer” forum with an important 
figure in the wrestling world. It is your x. 
chance to meet wrestling’s biggest stars 

as they answer the questions uppermost in 

the fans’ minds 
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Lex Lugar has been trying to hasten Wahoo McDaniel’s retirement from wrestling. ‘‘How a 
professional athlete can allow himself to degenerate into his condition is abominable.” 
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Can 1 offer you a beer, Mr. 
Lugar? 

I don’t drink. I don't smoke. I 
don’t take steroids or cocaine or 
any other kind of pill or drug. I 
respect my body and it has never 
failed me. I'll be honest with you, 
Brock, I think it’s a terrible thing 
the way you romanticize alcohol in 
your columns. Kids respect you 
and your opinions. Kids are imita- 
tive, like parrots. They read about 
your habits and think that getting 
soused is a good thing. 

You surprise me, Mr. Lugar. A 
confirmed rulebreaker like yourself 
concerned about the effect I might 
have on the public? You’re in the 
public eye far more often than my- 
self. What about the potential haz- 
ard your rulebreaking has on the 
children who cheer you on? 

I’m comfortable with my lifestyle. 
As I am with mine, 

Would a parent rather his child be- 
come a hard-drinking, slovenly old 
man or a title-winning wrestler? 
While this Q & A session is not to 
be an indictment of my personal 
habits, I feel | must correct a mis- 
understanding. My stories do not 
sanction irresponsible drinking, nor 
do they advertise the wonders of 
booze. | am a journalist. I drink. 
I’ve discovered over the years the 
scintillating, almost artistic effect a 
martini straight up has on the writ- 





LEX LUGAR 


HEY HAVE EMERGED like modern day Goliaths from America’s heartland and 
coastlines. But unlike their biblical counterpart, Dan Spivey, Scott Hall, Steve Wil- 
liams, and Nord the Barbarian will not be felled by slingshots or missiles. This new young 
breed of giant combines speed, courage, tenacity, and strength—strength so overwhelming 
that promoters have difficulty finding them opponents. 

Into such a class storms Chicago-born Leg Lugar. Standing 6’5’’ and weighing 280 
pounds, Lugar has attained the most individual success of his classmates, riding his physical 
assets and the managerial acumen of Hiro Matsuda to capture the Southern title on two sepa- 
rate occasions. Like his native city, Lugar is slaughterhouse tough, immune to comparison 
with other wrestlers, willing to let his achievements speak for themselves in the ring. 

In fact, it required the crafty interviewing skills and persistent phone-calling of reporter 
Matt Brock to wean this Q & A from the usually close-mouthed Lugar. Matsuda accompa- 
nied his pupil to the session, although never once did he interrupt, only an occasional arch of 
his eyebrow betraying his slight emotional shifts. At first, Lugar was hostile to the veteran re- 
porter, but later opened up to our garrulous scribe. 


Q: 


ten word, I’ve never suggested that 
others follow.my example. The 
drug menace in pro sports has be- 
come a consuming monster, and | 
would use the power of my pen 
only to combat it. I support your 
position on the evils of narcotics. 
Beyond that, let us stick to your 
career, which is far more interest- 
ing than the drinking habits of this 
overworked hack. Now, Mr. Lu- 
gar, I agree that you possess one 
helluva physique. Have you always 
been in such awesome shape, or is 
yours the old story of the 97-pound 
weakling? 

I was blessed with a rock-hard 
body that I’ve made tougher 
through training and more resilient 
with the help of Hiro Matsuda. 
How has Matsuda enhanced your 
training techniques? How has he 
made you a better wrestler? 

He’s introduced to me 5,000 years 
worth of Oriental mind control. 
He’s opened the doors to my sub- 
conscious. You’ve seen the Tibet- 
ans walk over hot coals and lay on 
beds of needles. There’s no trick to 
that. It’s all real. They are able to 
block off their pain centers. 
Matsuda has increased my endur- 
ance, my circulation, and flexibili- 
ty. | am an indestructible fighting 
machine. 

You strike me as a mix between 
The Road Warriors and Bruiser, 
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Lugar shoves Jesse Barr into the corner. Barr gave Lex a wrestling lesson in January when 
he won his Southern title. A month later, a matured Lugar regained the title. 
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Lugar applies several different versions of the bearhug. This one, against Barry Windham, 
is designed to place pressure on the coccyx. Referee Bill Alfonso asks Windham if he has 
had enough. In this position, any lesser man would have said yes. 


just by the way you speak and used to tie a rope around my car, 
conduct yourself in and out of the Sling it over my shoulders and pull 
ring. What does that comparison it to school like Butkus did. I used 
do for you? to clear out bars the way Bruiser 
A: Not much at all. I grew up wor- did. But these men wore down. 
shiping Bruiser and Dick Butkus. Bruiser became a_ beer-bellied 
More than anyone, those two were brawler and Butkus’ body betrayed 
my role models. In high school, I him. I’m a new breed of condition- 
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ed athlete. The Road Warriors 
can’t wrestle. They can only punch 
and brawl, and though they do 
that very well, they’re limited. | 
can beat you to the mat and into 
the mat. My strength and tech- 
nique and endurance make me 
practically unbeatable. 

When Jesse Barr defeated you for 
the Southern title in January you 
went berserk while Matsuda took 
the defeat calmly, rationally. What 
did he say to you after the match? 
Matsuda doesn’t allow his emo- 
tions to get the best of him. He is 
not a dispassionate man, merely ra- 
tional. He loves telling me the story 
about the man being attacked by a 
gunman. The man, his back 
against the wall, screams in terror 
and fright. The gunman cocks his 
gun and shoots him. Did the man 
expect his screams to disarm the 
criminal? Of what use was his out- 
burst? It served no purpose other 
than to get him killed. Matsuda 
told me that going berserk would 
not win me back the belt at that 
moment, 

So what did you do? 

I went berserk. I ripped off the 
dressing room door, busted a tele- 
vision, and threw a locker through 
a plate glass window. It cost me 
about $5,000 in damages. 

What good did it do? 

It made me feel better, but 
Matsuda’s point was well taken. | 
Stepped up my training schedule, 
paid attention to technique, and 
beat the hell out of Barr in the 
rematch, 

Barry and Kendall Windham have 
accused you of cheating your way 
to the top and vowed to run you 
out of town. I imagine their threats 
don’t have you quaking in your 
boots. 

Your imagination is absolutely 
right. The Windham boys are such 
a bunch of losers. I always ad- 
mired the old man Mulligan, but in 
his old age he’s become a dottering 
nitwit. If it were possible, I'd like 
to wrestle the three of them in a 
handicap match, but they’d never 


agree to it. It would be too embar- 
rassing when I piled the three on 
top of each other. 

Q: And what about the challenge of 


Wahoo McDaniel? He may ‘have | 


slowed down some lately, but he’s 
more than made up for it with ring 
guile and strategic smarts. 

A: Get serious, Brock. Yahoo should 
have retired to a cigar store 10 
years ago. How a professional ath- 
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Regardless of Hiro Matsuda’ s Ce abil 
ty, Lugar’s forte will always be his over- 
whelming strength. 


lete can allow himself to degenerate 
into his condition is abominable. 
He’s not worth the punch to knock 
him out. 

Q: When will Lex Lugar mount his 
challenge for the NWA World ti- 
tle? 

A: I’m in no hurry. I recognize that 
despite my physical superiority, I 
might not be ready for someone 
like Flair—at least not this month. 
By the end of 1986 I will be in a 
position where a world title and 
Lex Lugar will be spoken of in the 
same breath. 

Q: You’re sure you don’t want a 
beer? 

A: You’re a good man, Brock, and 
I'll mourn at your funeral. Do 
yourself a favor and jump on the 
wagon. Get healthy. It’s the thing 
to do these days. 

Q: I always avoided the thing to do. 
Good luck, Mr. Lugar, in your 
search for eternal health, immortal- 
ity, and the NWA title. a 
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my method of DYNAMIC-TENSION starts giving you results 
you can feel and your friends will notice. Big, useful 
muscles. Gain pounds in weight where needed. 


Lose “pot belly.” Take a good honest look at your- 

self! Are you proud of your body — or are you satisfied 

to go through life being just “half the man” you could be? 

No matter how ashamed you are of your present physi- Uo 
cal condition — or how old or young you are — the 
“sleeping” muscles already present in your body can 
turn you into a REAL man! Believe me, I know 

— because I was once a skinny, scrawny 97-pound 
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build and make fun of me. I was ashamed to 
strip for sports or the beach . . . shy of girls 

... afraid of healthy competition. 


HOW I CHANGED FROM A 
97 LB. WEAKLING TO A REAL MAN. 


One day, I discovered a secret that 
changed me from a timid, frightened 
scarecrow into “The World’s Most 
Perfectly Developed Man” — a “magic 
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The Megapowers 
vs. The Megabucks. 
Demolition vs. The 
Hart Foundation. 
The Ultimate 
Warrior vs. The 
Honky Tonk Man. 
One of the season’s 
most anticipated 
events, 
SummerSlam 88, is 
now part of 
wrestling history. 
Join Wrestler 
Annual for an in- 
depth look at this 
superb night of 
action! 


MATCH 
BY 
MATCH 

COVERAGE OF 
SUMMERSLAM 





VERYBODY LOVES A winner, but nobody 
adores winners like the sports fans of New 
York. 

When it was announced that the WWF's biggest 
star, Hulk Hogan, would return to “The Big Apple” 
to team with WWF World champion Randy Savage 
against Ted DiBiase and Andre the Giant for the 
August 29 Madison Square Garden card, the famed 
arena sold out quickly. Fans in New York longed 
for the sight of “The Hulkster” taking on his hated 
enemies once again. 

It was the drawing power of the former champi- 
on that helped make SummerSlam 88, the second 
pay-per-view event offered by the WWF this year, 
another in the long line of successful supercards for 
the federation. The summer months are sometimes 
a “down” period for wrestling in terms of arena 
attendance, but you’d never know it from the lines 
of fans waiting to enter the Garden on this sultry 
summer evening. 

The card featured top WWF stars in 10 exciting 
matches, but it was the prospect of The 
Megapowers—Hogan and Savage—meeting The 
Megabucks—Andre and DiBiase—that made this 
card the hottest ticket in town. Tickets to both the 
20,000-seat main arena and the adjoining 5,000-seat 
Felt Forum were quickly gobbled up by New 
York’s voracious fans. 

The popularity of the event surprised many wres- 
tling observers because of what many believed was 
a weak undercard. The WWF ignored several cur- 
rent feuds—Dino Bravo versus Ken Patera, The 
Powers of Pain vs. Demolition, Jake Roberts vs. 
Rick Rude, Brutus Beefcake vs. Ron Bass—when 
selecting the supporting matches. But from the re- 
action of the Garden throng, the match lineup 
seemed to be of no matter. The excitement level 
was established from the opening bout that pit The 
Rougeaus against The British Bulldogs, and that in- 
tensity carried through every event on the card. 

It was also a night when history was made. The 
Ultimate Wamnor, filling in for the injured Brutus 
Beefcake, won the Intercontinental title from the 
badly overmatched Honky Tonk Man in only 31 
seconds, ending the champion’s 14month-plus 
championship reign. 

But the reason for the majority of the interest in 
SummerSlam was undoubtedly The Megapowers 
vs. The Megabucks. The fans exploded with enthu- 
siasm for the highly touted main event, a matchup 
loaded with several intriguing questions. Had The 
Megabucks succeeded in paying off special refer- 
ee Jesse “The Body” Ventura? Would Hogan and 
Savage be able to function as a unit—or, for that 
matter, would DiBiase and Andre? Would Elizabeth 
really come to the ring in a yellow string bikini, as 
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Rougeaus brawl with British Bulldogs 
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Ken Patera manhandles Bad News Brown 
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The Megapowers had hinted in a pre-match inter- 
view? Would Hogan be rusty from his long layoff? 

Wrestler Annual answers these questions—and 
more—with this in-depth look at SummerSlam 88. 
From the opening bell to the final three-count of the 
main event, you have a ringside seat to one of the 
most exciting events of the year! 


JACQUES & RAYMOND ROUGEAU VS. 
THE BRITISH BULLDOGS 
It may have been “just the opening match,” but 
this bout pitting Jacques and Raymond Rougeau 


-against Davey Boy Smith and The Dynamite Kid 


contained the finest display of pure wrestling ability 
of the entire evening. 

The Bulldogs remembered how the Rougeaus 
had interfered in their title match against Demolition 
at the July 1988 Garden card, and were primed for 
action as soon as the opening bell rang. So were 
the fans, who booed the Rougeaus lustily when it 
was announced that they were planning to relocate 
to the United States from their native Canada. 

The Bulldogs attacked their foes right away, but 
this opening brawl soon became an excellent sci- 
entific match as both of these talented teams strug- 
gled to prove their worth against the other. 

The advantage swung back and forth, but late in 
the match the Bulldogs took control, utilizing 
smith’s power to gain the upper hand. When Smith 
powerslammed The Dynamite Kid on top of the 
prone Jacques Rougeau, it appeared that the Bull- 
dogs would earn the victory, but the bell sounded 
the 20-minute time limit as referee Joey Marella 
prepared to count the pinfall. 

The Rougeaus made a seemingly sincere attempt 
to shake hands with the Bulldogs following the 
match, but they sucker-punched the Britons, who 
then ran the Rougeaus back to the dressing room. 


BAD NEWS BROWN VS. KEN PATERA 

Bad News Brown, one of the hottest wrestlers in 
the WWF, was undefeated after taking on many of 
the federation’s top stars by the time SummerSlam 
88 took place. The Harlem native returned home to 
New York to face veteran Ken Patera, the former 
Olympic weightlifting champion who has seen his 
career take a nose dive in recent months. 

This night would prove to be another long one 
for Patera. Brown, the clear aggressor, attacked 
Patera before the opening bell, unleashing a host of 
karate-derived offensive maneuvers that had Patera 
in bad shape before he could remove his warmup 


’ Jacket. 


Patera, still one of the strongest competitors in 
the sport, battled back valiantly, at one point lock- 
ing Brown in a crushing bearhug for several min- 


utes. Brown delivered a thumb to Patera’s right eye 
to break the painful hold, but Patera recovered to 
lock his opponent in a full-nelson. Brown escaped 
Patera’s favorite finisher twice by going outside the 
ring ropes. 

When Patera rushed Brown in the comer to at- 
tempt the maneuver a third time, Brown ran out of 
the way just in time, allowing Patera’s shoulder to 
crash into the steel ringpost. Moments later, the still 
dazed veteran was the victim of Brown’s vicious 
“ghetto blaster” kick to the back of the head. 

This stunning victory helped the sadistic Brown 
gain a senes of matches against Hogan at arenas 
across the country throughout September. 


RICK RUDE VS. JUNKYARD DOG 

Clearly one of the most hated men in the WWF, 
“Ravishing” Rick Rude is still engaged in a raging 
feud with Jake “The Snake” Roberts as a result of 
Rude’s attempt to kiss Cheryl Roberts several 
months ago. 

Ever the egotist, Rude surprised the fans by 
wearing tights emblazoned with a caricature of 
Junkyard Dog on both sides. Rude took the early 
advantage on the lumbering Dog by utilizing the 
ring ropes with surpnising effectiveness, landing on 
his opponent with smashes from all over the ning. 
The Dog rallied back by escaping a Rude chinlock 
and headbutting his opponent. 

Junkyard: made a serious tactical error when he 
allowed Rude’s manager, Bobby Heenan, to distract 
him from the ring apron. With the Dog’s back 
tumed, Rude ran a knee into JYD’s back and exe- 
cuted a devastating reverse neckbreaker. 

sensing victory, Rude climbed to the top tuwm- 
buckle. But instead of immediately attacking JYD, 
he pulled down his tights, revealing a second 
pair—bearing the likeness of Cheryl Roberts! Rude 
then delivered a flying fist to the head of his prone 
opponent. But within a matter of seconds, an en- 
raged Jake Roberts stormed the ning, attacking 
Rude with a vengeance. 

Roberts pummeled Rude with fists until he cor- 
nered Rude against the ropes, then viciously clothes- 
lined the rulebreaker over the top rope and out of 
the ning. Rude ended up winning the match on a 
disqualficiation because of this blindside attack. 


POWERS OF PAIN VS. THE BOLSHEVIKS 

Nikolai Volkoff and Boris Zukhov are former 
World tag team champions in the WWF and AWA, 
respectively, but from the way The Bolsheviks were 
manhandled by Warlord and Barbarian, they may 
as well have been a team comprised of preliminary 
wrestlers. Undoubtedly the most powerful force on 
the WWF tag team scene, the former proteges of 


Rick Rude triumphs over Junkyard Dog 


Bolsheviks double-team Warlord 
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Paul Jones handled the Russians with unmatched 
strength and grace. 

Perhaps the biggest surprise of the match was 
the appearance of a hooded and war-painted Baron 
Von Raschke, the new manager of Warlord and 
Barbarian. Incensed by Volkoff’s singing of the So- 
viet national anthem, the Powers attacked their op- 
ponents before the opening bell, stunning the rule- 
breakers with awesome displays of power and 
athletic ability. 

Only a distraction by Slick allowed Volkoff to 
gain an advantage on the Warlord midway through 
the bout. Utilizing their usual double-teaming ma- 
neuvers, the Russians remained in control of War- 
lord for several minutes until the 360-pounder could 
tag off to Barbarian, who dominated both Russians 
with reverse karate kicks. 

sensing victory, Barbarian tagged off to Warlord, 
who delivered a crunching bodyslam to Zukhov. 
The giant stepped out of the way as Barbarian 
dived the length of the ning and landed with a 
cnppling headbutt to Zukhov’s ribcage, making the 
pinfall academic for The Powers of Pain. 


DON MURACO VS. DINO BRAVO 

What initially seemed like an even matchup 
tumed out to be a surpnisingly easy victory for 
Bravo. Again, a manager’s interference played an 
important part in this match as Bravo’s manager, 
Frenchy Martin, used his wiles to give his charge 
the advantage. 

Martin, as usual, began the event by grabbing 
the microphone of ring announcer Howard Finkel 
and insulting America—although most fans at ring- 
side couldn't understand Martin’s thick French ac- 
cent. On the other end of the popularity spectrum, 
Muraco was greeted with a standing ovation, and 
the cheers increased as Muraco pointed to his 
fiend and mentor, Superstar Graham, who was pro- 
viding TV commentary from a luxury box high 
above the ring. 

The bout began with both combatants testing 
each other’s power, but Bravo’s reputation as ‘“‘the 
world’s strongest athlete” took a beating as the 
former Canadian International champion ran from 
the ring to escape Muraco’s clutches. 

Muraco continued to perplex Bravo until about four 
minutes into the bout, when Bravo scored with an 
atomic drop on the Hawaiian, displaying still-consid- 
erable agility despite his advancing bulk. Muraco 
recovered and pummeled Bravo with a barrage of 
fists, but spotted Martin standing on the ring apron. 

Incensed, Muraco rushed to attack the devious 
manager. As the referee’s back was tumed, Bravo 
hit Muraco from behind. Although Muraco recov- 
ered enough to attempt a bodyslam, Bravo re- 


versed the attempt and hoisted Muraco into a side- 
suplex, driving the breath from Muraco as he hit 
the mat. Bravo then covered Muraco and scored 
the pinfall in this surprisingly one-sided event. 


DEMOLITION VS. 
THE HART FOUNDATION 

This match was heavily anticipated since Jimmy 
Hart, the former manager of The Hart Foundation, 
had declared that he would never allow his former 
champions, Bret Hart and Jim Neidhart, to again wear 
the WWF World tag team championship belts now 
owned by Demolition. The infamous manager came 
to mngside to assist Mr. Fuji in handling Ax and 
Smash. 

Incensed at Hart’s betrayal, Neidhart ran Jimmy 
Hart from nngside early on, but Ax and Smash 
slammed both Hart and Neidhart to the mat with 
their usual brand of double-fisted brutality. Bret Hart 
showed the resiliency that has made him one of the 
world’s best wrestlers by battling back quickly and 
gaining a two-count on Smash following a display of 
his own power moves. 

The Foundation’s unmatched teamwork proved 
to be too much for the champions, especially as 
they began to wear down their bulk foes. At about 
the eight-minute mark, Neidhart and Hart had dis- 
posed of Smash outside the nng when Hart 
slingshotted his partner over the top rope onto 
smash’s prone body. 

Demolition took yet another disputed victory, 
however, when Neidhart pummeled Mr. Fuji on the 
ring apron, allowing Jimmy Hart to min back to 
ringside and throw his megaphone to Ax. Bret Hart, 
attempting to piledrive Smash, was clobbered by 
Ax with the instrument. Referee Marella, unable to 
see the infraction because he was trying to get 
. Neidhart off Fuji, tumed and made the three-count 
on Hart. 


BIG BOSSMAN VS. KOKO B. WARE 

This bout looked like a mismatch in favor of the 
348-pound Bossman. But it would be the 229-pound 
Ware’s natural athletic ability that would make him 
Bossman’s toughest WWF opponent to date. 

After receiving one of the warmest welcomes of 
the evening from the massive Garden crowd, Ware 
was distracted by Slick, allowing Bossman to hit 
Ware from behind. Ware rebounded by 
dropkicking Bossman, forcing him back into the 
ropes where he was met by a flying headbutt. 

Despite Ware’s promising start, Bossman’s awe- 
some power proved to be the pivotal element in 
the match. Bossman delivered an awesome running 
splash into the corer, and also showed some sci- 
ence by applying a well-executed surfboard. Ware, 
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Hart Foundation battles Demolition 





Koko B. Ware dropkicks Big Bossman 
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Jake Roberts flips Hercules to the mat 
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Roberts goes airborne on Hercules 


in serious trouble, broke the painful hold with a 
savage kick to Bossman’s jaw. 

Bossman delivered a jarring bodyslam to his 
smaller opponent, and-brazenly climbed to the top 
rope to deliever a splash, but Koko rolled out of the 
way. Bossman attempted a second nuinning splash, 
but Ware again utilized his speed to move away, 
catching Bossman on the top rope strand. 

Ware then delivered a stunning flying dropkick 
from the top rope to finally take the big man off his 
feet, and followed it up with a breathtaking 
bodysplash off the ropes, but Bossman easily 
kicked out from the pin attempt. 

Moments later, the threat of a possible upset was 
squashed—along with Ware—as Bossman delivered 
a crushing side-bodyslam to end the threat of this 
most persistent challenger. 


JAKE ROBERTS VS. HERCULES 

Roberts was still enraged from the incident with 
Rude when he entered the ring with his pet snake, 
Damien, to face the muscular Hercules, who was 
retuming from a short layoff because of an arm 
injury. 

Hercules tned to catch Roberts off-guard early 
when Roberts fiddled with Damien’s bag on the 
ring apron, but Roberts was ready for anything Her- 
cules could dish out. He whipped Hercules into the 
far comer, but as he tried to deliver a short clothes- 
line in the corner he was met with a kick to the 
face. 

Roberts recovered nicely with a kneelift and tried 
to DDT his foe, but Hercules rolled from the ring to 
avoid one of wrestling’s most devastating finishing 
maneuvers. The pair traded blows back and forth 
until Hercules’ clear advantage in power began to 
wear Roberts down. 

A pair of clotheslines sent Jake flying through the 
ropes, but Roberts caught Hercules trying to attack 
him on the apron and pulled Hercules over the top 
rope and onto the arena floor. 

Once both men returned to the ring, Roberts 
again thed to DDT Hercules, but Hercules man- 
aged again to avoid the manuever. Roberts missed 
with a kneelift, allowing Hercules to deliver a body- 
slam and elbowdrop, earning a two-count. But sec- 
onds later Roberts reversed another bodyslam at- 
tempt and scored with a savage DDT, eventually 
covering Hercules with Damien following the three- 
count. 


THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR VS. 
THE HONKY TONK MAN 
Long known for his first-round knockouts, world 
heavyweight boxing champion Mike Tyson should 
be proud of the way The Ultimate Warrior so 


quickly disposed of the woefully overmatched Hon- 
ky Tonk Man during this 1lth-hour matchup. | 

It’s not as if Honky Tonk didn’t ask for what he 
received. Buoyed with confidence because sched- 
uled challenger Brutus Beefcake was declared unfit 
to wrestle on account of severe head lacerations, 
Honky Tonk openly boasted that he would gladly 
give any other wrestler in the federation an oppor- 
tunity to win the belt at SummerSlam. Thirty minutes 
before match time, the WWF had still not an- 
nounced an opponent. 

Honky Tonk shouldn’t have been so bold. The 
Ultimate Wamior had been running roughshod over 
all WWF competition since arriving in the federa- 
tion about a year ago, and was coming off an im- 
pressive pinfall victory over Honky Tonk in Provi- , 7 
dence, Rhode Island, seven days earlier. The result pba Le alae 
of that match was later declared a non-title victory ae * is 
by WWF President Jack Tunney, but the Warrior 
knew he was the master of the Intercontinental 
champion coming into this match. 

Upon entering the ring, Hart and Honky Tonk 
were joyful over not having to face Beefcake. That 
joy would tum to complete sorrow less than one 
minute later as Warrior stormed the nng at top 
speed. Incensed, Honky Tonk tried to unleash a vi- 
cious right before the bell, but Wamior blocked Hon- 
ky Tonk’s punch and unleashed three of his own, 
sending Honky Tonk sprawling to the mat before he 
had a chance to remove his sequined jumpsuit. me ER. wee 

Wanmrior followed the opening onslaught with a Ultimate Warrior slams The Honky Tonk Man 
tremendous bodyslam, which may have been 
enough to finish off Honky Tonk. The champion 
wearily struggled to his feet, but was met with a 
shouldertackle from Warrior, who followed up with 
a decapitating clothesline. 

As Honky Tonk lay sprawled on the mat, Warrior 
realized that his ultimate dream was about to come 
true. Running toward the ropes, Warmior hurled 
himself off the strands, landing squarely on Honky 
Tonk’s back with a squashing splash. Following the 
winning three-count, the Garden fans exploded in a 
frenzy of shock and happiness. Embarrassed and 
defeated, Honky Tonk and Hart beat a hasty retreat 
back to the dressing room. 

The question now is: Who can defeat The Ult- 
mate Wanmior? This superbly muscled competitor 
Was so impressive in his domination of The Honky 
Tonk Man that the Warrior may have established 
himself as the man to beat in the WWF. 
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THE MEGAPOWERS VS. THE MEGABUCKS 

Fans had waited for this matchup since Wrestle- 
Mania IV, and by bell time the more than 20,000 
fans who had packed the Garden for this moment 
were standing on their seats. They would not 
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Jesse Ventura (right) tries to direct traffic 
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Hulk Hogan lifts a knee into Ted DiBiase 





leave the arena disappointed. 

special referee Jesse Ventura was greeted with a 
mixed reaction from the crowd. He was followed to 
the ring by Andre the Giant, Ted DiBiase, Virgil, 
and Bobby Heenan, and shook hands with the mule- 
breakers, adding fuel to the rumors that he may 
have been bought off by DiBiase. 

Hulk Hogan and Randy Savage stunned the 
crowd by arriving in matching ‘“Megapowers” yel- 
low trunks, and it was clear they were ready for 
action. Hogan seemed especially primed for the 
event, looking trim and healthy after his long layoff. 

The Megapowers were on the verge of winning 
at the 12-minute mark as Hogan rocked DiBiase 
with an expertly applied suplex, then clotheslined 
Andre to the mat when the Giant tried to interfere. 
sensing victory, Savage climbed to the top rope to 
deliver a flying axhandle to the downed Andre, but 
Savage was met with a big boot to the face, send- 
ing the champion flying out of the ring. 

Meanwhile, Hogan had DiBiase locked in a 
sleeperhold in the middle of the ring, but Andre, 
who had recovered, attacked him from behind and 
delivered two headbutts to the back of Hogan’s 
skull. Andre then threw Hogan out of the nng 
through the same side Savage had just exited. 

Ventura began to count both Hogan and Savage 
out of the nng, but Heenan and Virgil climbed to 
the nng apron to protest Elizabeth’s presence on 
the other side. Ventura argued with both Heenan 
and Elizabeth to get them off the apron, but the 
beautiful manager shocked everyone by removing 
her skirt, revealing the bottom half of a one-piece 
red swimsuit, and a pair of stunningly shapely legs. 

While Ventura and the distracted milebreakers 
looked at Elizabeth in astonishment, Hogan and Sav- 
age were shaking hands outside the ring. As Eliza- 
beth threw her skirt into DiBiase’s face, Savage came 
off the top rope with a flying axhandle, sending An- 
dre reeling out of the ring. As Savage tumed to blast 
Heenan, Hogan slammed DiBiase to the mat. 

Already primed for defeat, DiBiase then suffered 
the pain of a Savage flying elbowdrop from the top 
rope, followed by a stunning Hogan legdrop. A 
confused Ventura made a two-count, then hesitat- 
ed—but Savage pushed Ventura’s arm to the mat 
for three, ending at 14:49 what will surely be re- 
membered as one of the most controversial match- 
es of the year. 

An anxious moment took place following the 
match as Savage tumed from the cheers of the 
crowd to find Elizabeth locked in Hogan’s arms in 
celebration. It appeared that Savage might have 
been a bit jealous, but Elizabeth soon explained 
away the embrace, which led to several minutes of 
posing by both Hogan and Savage, delighting their 
thousands of satisfied fans. O 








1. ULTIMATE WARRIOR vs. HONKY TONK MAN: 

The Warrior charges into the ring and starts slugging 

it out with Honky Tonk. 

2. The Warrior hits Honky Tonk with a big 

splash in preparation for the pin. 

3. His mission accomplished, the Warrior 

leaves Honky bruised and beaten in the middle of the ring. 
4. All hail the new Intercontinental champion, who 

won the belt in a record 31 seconds! 























E HEADLINES FROM Adri- 

an Adonis’ career read like 
those of a man who was always 
misunderstood .. . 
Adrian Adonis: ‘‘l Can Beat 
Backlund. ..1I Just Can’t Beat 
The System!” 
Are Jesse Ventura And Adrian 
Adonis Up For Sale? 
Why Bob Backlund Wants To 
Save Adrian Adonis 
Adrian Adonis: “I’m To Be Tak- 
en Seriously!’ 
From Leather To Lace: Adrian 
Adonis’ Startling Transformation 
Hulk Hogan vs. Adrian Adonis: 
The Match That Disgraced The 
WWF Title 
Adrian Adonis: “Il Want To Be 
Taken Seriously!”’ 
...and then the tragedy: 
Adrian Adonis, Two Others, Die 
In Auto Crash 
The headlines from Bruiser Brody’s 
career read like those of a man 
who was feared and respected 
worldwide ... 
Bruiser Brody: Is He Wrestling’s 


ADRIAN 
ADONIS 
oS 
BRUISER 
BRODY 








By Dave Rosenbaum 


Most Dangerous Man? 

How The Fans Have Unleashed 
The Terror Of Bruiser Brody 
Harley Race: “‘l Got Closer To 
Brody Than Any Reporter Would 
Dare”’ 

The Man Other Wrestlers Fear 
Most: Bruiser Brody, Mercenary 
Of Mayhem 

Bruiser Brody Proves He’s The 
Toughest Man In Texas! 
Missing In Action: Wrestling 
Needs Bruiser Brody Back In 
The Mainstream 

... and then the tragedy: 

The Wild Life And Tragic Death 
Of Bruiser Brody 


Keith Franke, a.k.a. Adrian Ado- 
nis, died in an automobile acci- 
dent on July 4, 1988, when the 
van he was traveling in with three 
other wrestlers—Pat Kelly, David 
McKigney, and Mike Kelly— 
crashed into a rocky brook in 
Lewisporte, Newfoundland. Pat 
Kelly and McKigney also were 
killed. 





Frank Goodish, a.k.a. Bruiser 
Brody, died on July 17, 1988, the » 
morning after he was stabbed in 


the abdomen in the dressing 
room prior to a World Wrestling 
Council card in Bayamon, Puerto 
Rico. Jose Huertas Gonzalez, a 
wrestler and co-owner of Capitol 
Sports Promotions, which oper- 
ates the WWC, was charged two 
days later with first-degree murder 
and weapons violations. 

Adonis’ death was one of the 
thousands of automobile tragedies 
that occur in Canada and the 
United States every year, and an 
example of the hazards of being a 
professional wrestler: Constant 
travel under tiring conditions can 
take its toll. 

Brody’s death was a senseless 
and violent murder that left sever- 
al unanswered questions: What 
happened when Brody and Gon- 
zalez went into the shower room 
at Juan Ramon Lobriel Stadium in 
Bayamon? Why was he killed’? 
What happened to the murder 
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weapon? What will be the result 
of Gonzalez’s trial, scheduled to 
begin October 11? 

The only connection between 
Adonis and Brody’s deaths is that 
they occurred within a two-week 
period that will forever be remem- 
bered as one of the saddest in 
the sport’s history. Adonis and 
Brody died thousands of miles 
apart under totally different cir- 
cumstances. But the way they 
lived and the way they wrestled 
will forever bind them. 


kkk 


To get to know Adrian Adonis 


and Bruiser Brody—to really get 
to know Adonis and Brody—you 
have to go to Japan. 

Late in his career, fans in the 
United States only saw the Adonis 
who bleached his hair, wore pink 
ribbons and dresses, and paraded 
around as a homosexual—the 
gimmick Adonis. As host of “The 
Flower Shop” on WWF broad- 
casts, Adonis wore long dresses, 
hats, and looked more like Bella 
Abzug than the streetwise tough 
guy who formed The East-West 
Connection with Jesse Ventura in 
1980. Back then, he wore stud- 
ded leather jackets and was as 
feared as any man in the sport. 
He was a brawler, but he could 
wrestle, too. 

Adonis first wrestled in Japan in 
1982 as part of a WWF tour. Jap- 
anese fans immediately respected 
Adonis’s ability, and by 1983 Ado- 
nis was one of the biggest stars in 
Japan. That year, Adonis hooked 
up with Dick Murdoch and formed 
one of the most successful tag 
teams anywhere. 

Murdoch and Adonis won the 
International Wrestling Grand Prix 
tag belts in 1983 and held them 
for several months. But during a 
visit to Japan, Vince McMahon Jr. 
noticed how popular Murdoch and 
Adonis were, signed them to a 
contract, and brought them to the 
WWF. Adonis and Murdoch won 
the WWF World tag belts on April 
17, 1984, and held them for nine 
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Bruiser Brody hammers Fritz Von Erich in a match from 1977. As well-known and respected 
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as he was in the United States, Brody was virtually a legend in Japan, where his violent and 


reckless style will never be forgotten. 


months. Their contracts, however, 
forbade them from wrestling in Ja- 
pan. Murdoch left, Adonis stayed. 

Between the time he left Japan 
and returned for the first time on 
May 20, 1988, Adonis ballooned 
to 312 pounds. He adopted a 
pink-lace image and lost his repu- 
tation as one of the toughest men 
in wrestling. The leather jackets 
were gone and, because of his 
weight problem, so was much of 
the wrestling ability. Adonis left 
the WWE shortly after WrestleMa- 
nia Ill in March 1988 and signed 
with the AWA. 

Adonis was scheduled to return 
to Japan in January 1988, but an 
injury suffered during an AWA 
card in Minot, North Dakota, 
forced him to cancel the trip. Fi- 
nally, in May, Adonis flew to Ja- 
pan and reunited with Murdoch. 

“Adrian left behind the gay gim- 
mick when he wrestled in Japan,” 
said Japanese reporter Tokashi 
Miazutu. ‘He didn’t need it here. 
For some reason, Adrian didn't 


think he could be big in the Unit- 
ed States without it, but the fans 
in Japan never saw that side of 
him. It was a big deal when he 
came back for the first time in 2/2 
years. He wasn’t as fat as he was 
when he left the WWF—he had 
dropped about 60 pounds—but 
when he took off his leather jacket 
and the people saw how big he 
was, they all went, ‘Ohhhhhh!’ 
They didn’t think he could wrestle, 
but he could.” 

Murdoch and Adonis wrestled 
IWGP tag team champions Riki 
Choshu and Masa Saito for the 
belts on June 23, but lost when 
Choshu stunned Adonis with a 
lariat. In fact, Murdoch and Ado- 
nis lost most of their matches on 
this tour; in almost every instance, 
Adonis was pinned. 

“The fans here have pretty long 
memories, though, and they didn’t 
forget what Adonis and Murdoch 
had done,’ said Miazutu. “They 
were finalists in the 1984 annual 
tag team tournament here, the 


biggest event of the year in Ja- 
pan, and they lost to Antonio Inoki 
and Tatsumi Fujinami. In 1983, 
_ they lost in the finals to Inoki and 
Hulk Hogan. These guys were 
hot, and they were tough. The 
fans remembered and cheered for 
Adonis. 

‘And if you really need to know 
anything else about Adonis, just 
figure this: Would Murdoch team 
with anybody that wasn’t hard as 
nails?” 

When news of Adonis’ death 
reached Japan, fans lined up out- 


Adrian Adonis goes after Hillbilly Jim. A WWF World tag team champion with Dick Mur- 
doch, Adonis was the possessor of tremendous wrestling skills, even after he let himself 
get out of shape and adopted his gay act. 


side the arenas to pay their re- 
spects to him. 

In Japan, unlike the United 
States, Adrian Adonis was al- 
lowed to be Adrian Adonis. 

Bruiser Brody never resorted to 
outlandish means to gain respect. 
Bruiser Brody never wore a dress 
or makeup or flowery hats. Bruis- 
er Brody never lost control of his 
weight and was never forced to 
make a decision between wres- 
tling in the United States and 
wrestling in Japan or Puerto Rico. 





Bruiser Brody did whatever he 
wanted to do. He was indepen- 
dent and, without a doubt, he was 
the most popular American ever 
to wrestle in Japan. 

‘He was simply a legend over 


here,” said Stan Hansen, who 


joined with Brody to form the fin- 
est tag team in Japan during the 
early 1980s. “A tougher man has 
never lived. | consider it a privi- 
lege to be able to say that | wres- 
tled with Bruiser Brody. When he 
died, people were in shock. Ev- 
erybody had always’ thought 
Brody was indestructible. Even | 
thought Brody would never die.” 

Although Brody was well-known 
in the United States (he was rated 
the best all-around wrestler in the 
sport in the Fall 1986 issue of 
Wrestling Superstars), he 
achieved his true fame in Japan. 
The ‘Mercenary of Mayhem,” as 
Brody was known, was a three- 
time All-Japan International 
champ and lost that belt for the 
final time on April 14, 1988, to- 
Jumbo Tsuruta. 

Japanese fans were frightened 
by this 64”, 284-pound behemoth 
with the long hair and scraggly 
beard. Brody would. bark in the 
ring and was known to swing a 
20-foot steel chain in the air as he 
overturned dozens of ringside 
seats and scattered hundreds of 
fans on his way to the ring. Brody 
just didn’t care whom he scared 
or whom he hurt. “Profit over 
principle has made him a merce- 
nary warrior rather than a compe- 
tition-minded athlete,” noted a Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated “Scouting Re- 
port.” Brody lived by the buck 
and wrestled with — incredible 
determination. 

“Many great men have wres- 
tled in my country,” said Tsuruta, 
‘but Brody was one of the great- 
est. | Know no man who give so 
much in ring. | bow down to him. 
He was great competitor.’’ 

And when news of Brody’s 
death reached Japan, fans lined 

(Continued on page 60) 
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Adonis pulls a bloody Backlund into the 
ring by his hair (above) and challenges 
the WWF champion to get to his feet 
(above right). Backlund, bleeding 


profusely from a cut on the forehead and 
a broken nose, whips Adonis into the 
ropes (below). 






N THE RING, Bob Backlund 

was bleeding profusely from a 
severe cut above his left eye. The 
gash was so deep that the referee 
had to stop this WWF champion- 
ship match. 

In the 15,000-plus occupied seats 
at Madison Square Garden, fans 
roared their disapproval at the 
referee. They wanted a battle to the 
finish, and most felt that the 
challenger had escaped too easily. 

In the lockerroom, that 


“| CAN BEAT 
3 BACKLUND... 
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challenger leaned against a wall 
and paused to catch his breath. His 
barrel chest heaved as he drank in 
the oxygen, reclaiming more of his 
spent energy. 

Tired but smiling, Adrian 
Adonis was pleased about his first 
WWE championship title shot. 

“| destroyed Backlund,” snarled 
Adonis, “you all saw what 
happened. | gave him a taste of the 
street violence that spawned me 
and it split his head like an overripe 








As blood poured into his eye and Adrian Adonis pounded into 
his body, Bob Backlund began to worry. It looked like the end 


of four-year championship . 


. until the referee stopped the 


match. Was the bout stopped so Backlund wouldn't lose his 
belt? Adonis believes it was, and now he swears vengeance 
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The early portion of the match saw a brilliant exchange of scientific maneuvers 


(above). Only after Adonis attempted to use “Goodnight Irene’ (above right) did the 


match degenerate into a brawl. 


| JUST 
CANT 





tomato. I was ready to finish the 
job, but the referee prevented me 
from gaining my rightful victory. 

“I can beat Backlund,” Adonis 
continued, “I can chew up that 
weasel and spit him out before 
breakfast if | want to, but he’s got 
the system behind him. I can’t beat 
the system that only allows me to 


do half my job.” 
Adonis spat on the floor in 
disgust. His smile disintegrated 


into anger. 
“Let me tell you something,” 
Adonis growled. “Out in _ the 


streets, the only language people 
understand is the voice of the fist. 
Once you decide you’re going to 
mix it up with someone, you go 
ahead and do it, jack. If you get 
your head busted, nobody is going 
to run in and save your butt. 
“Backlund was lucky; he 
planned for the referee to do what 
he did,” accused Adonis. “Once 
you step into the ring, you should 





be man enough to take your 
chances and take your lumps. 
Backlund simply isn’t man enough 
so he had the referee stop the 
match so he wouldn’t lose his 
precious title. 

“The last time anyone stopped 
one of my battles before it was 
through, | was seven years old,” 
Adonis recalled. “A  smart- 
mouthed punk named Eddie called 
me a few choice names. | didn’t 


(Continued on page 54) 
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ADRIAN ADONIS: 1982 | ADRIAN ADONIS: 1986 


ADRIAN ADONIS’ 
STARTLING 
TRANSFORMATION 


By Eddie Elliner 








In search of a place to watch boxing on cable-TV, Eddie Ellner and 
_ Matt Brock found themselves in a bar where Adorable Adrian Adonis — 
was the “people’s champion” 


T HAPPENED ONE night. After 
dinner, Matt Brock and | taxied 


downtown in Manhattan to the 
Sporting Club to catch Mike 
Tyson make sour mash out of 
Mitch “Blood” Green. The depar- 
ture from wrestling to boxing 
came about naturally; both Brock 
and | admired Tyson’s natural fe- 
rocity—the kid would make a ter- 
rific wrestler-—and watching his 
bouts were as good a way as any 
to suck down a couple of drafts. 

Apparently, it wasn’t fated that 
way. The HBO at the Sporting 
Club was on the blink, sending us 
out into West Greenwich Village 
in desperate search for a televi- 
sion and a bar, although not nec- 
essarily in that order. It seemed 
we were out of luck. Either the 
good drinking bars didn’t have ca- 
ble or the bars with cable had too 
many yuppies. Just the other 
week Matt had gotten carted 
away by three of New York’s Fin- 
est after an ugly incident at a 
trendy uptown drinkatorium. 

“It’s the Yuppies,’’ Matt cried to 
Peter King, , who posted bail. 
“They're driving me crazy.” 

My own patience was being 





Adrian Adonis, wearing what appears to be a hand-me-down from his grandmother, puts 
his boots to Tito Santana (above left). Wearing frilly legwarmers, Adorable Adrian dominates 
George Wells (above right). Referee Dick Kroll is reluctant to get his body between Adonis 


and Lanny Poffo (below). 
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‘tested, though, as every bar that 


fit our simple needs Brock vetoed. 
“No character,’ he’d say. “Too 
shallow.”’ 

“Matty, I’m not looking for a 
wife,” | cried, exasperated. “Just 
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a place with a screen and clean 
glasses.”’ 

At 9:50, (the fight was sched- 
uled for 10:30), we stood at the 
corner of Christopher St. and 6th 

(Continued on page 52) 
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OR A FEW MOMENTS. 
consider what kind of a man 
would exhibit the following 


behavior: 
While entering an arena in 
Japan, he rushes’ maniacally 


through the crowd, overturning 
chairs and fans on his way to the 
ring. He often brandishes a chain, 
swinging it in large circles over his 
head as the people scramble to 
open a pathway to the ring for him. 


BRUISER BRODY 


Those fans who are not fortunate 
enough to be able to get out of his 
way will suffer the consequences. 
Stories about fans being placed 
into hospitals for weeks at a time 
are commonplace. 

Enraged by a referee’s call 
during a match, he turns from his 
opponent and attacks the official 
with as much brutality and force as 
he reserves for the other wrestler. 
Several referees who work in 





Japan have clauses written into 
their contracts that state clearly 
that they will never have to referee 
a match involving this man. 

Very often, after a match is 
completed, even the other wrestlers 
in the dressing room area avoid 
him for fear that he might become 
enraged by something he sees and 
go off on another wrecking spree. 
There are many wrestlers who 
prefer to wait until he has left the 


IS HE WRESTLING’S 
MOST DANGEROUS MAN 


Wrestlers don’t want to face him in one on one. Referees ask 
not to workin matches he’s wrestling in. Fans are injured as he 
makes his way to the ring. He’s been banned from most arenas 
in the United States. He is Bruiser Brody, and he may very well 





be wrestling’s most dangerous man 


Ty 


Brody swings a chain to keep Japanese 
fans at a distance. 


PHOTOS BY BILL APTER 





Bruiser Brody exhibits a unique brand of 
mayhem as he attempts to twist the head 
off of Pacific Wrestling Federation 
heavyweight champion Giant Baba (left). 
Brody smashes Baba with a chair as the 
Fukuoka, Japan, fans look on 
(opposite page). 

building before they shower and 
get dressed themselves. 

His name is Bruiser Brody, 
and by many standards he is quite 
simply the most dangerous man in 
all of wrestling. 

On a recent visit to Japan, 
Managing Editor Bill Apter had 
the opportunity to be at ringside 
during one of Brody’s matches 
against Giant Baba. Brody wrestles 
most often in Japan, having been 
barred from many arenas in the 
United States, though he does 
wrestle on occasion in Texas. 

“I’ve never seen anything like it,” 
said Apter upon his return to the 
offices of /nside Wrestling. “It’s 
just incredible. I don’t know if this 
guy has any idea of the kind of 
danger he puts the fans into when 
he comes charging into the ring. 
swinging a chain over his head. All 
I know is that he knows where he’s 
going, and he'll do anything to 
get there.” 

Are the stories true, then, where 
it is said that fans have been injured 
by Brody as he makes his entrance 
to the ring? 

“Absolutely,” replied Apter. 
“On the night that I saw him 
wrestle Baba, he knocked one fan 
out of his seat with the chain and 
kept charging to the ring. The fan 
was out cold, and he required the 
attention of a medical team. 
Fortunately, he didn’t have to go to 
the hospital.” 

Brody’s excessively violent 
nature has caused him to be 
banned in many cities in the U.S. 
He has wrestled against such 
opponents as Ted DiBiase and 
Dory Funk Jr. in Japan. 

“The first time I wrestled that 
maniac,” recalls DiBiase, “I was 
scared as hell. I thought to myself, 
‘What did you get yourself into?’ 
But as the match progressed, I saw 


that Brody is just bark and no bite. 
(Continued on page 55) 


The Freebirds- 
Bruiser Brody War: 








Leave it to The Freebirds to forge the unlikely alliance between 
Kerry Von Erich and Bruiser Brody. As Kerry reports in this 
Wrestler exclusive, this time Michael Hayes’ big mouth was 
too big for his own good 


- 


_ By Kerry Von Erich 
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HE QUESTION I get asked most 
often these days is: How can I 

trust Bruiser Brody? My response is 

simple: How can I not trust Bruiser 

Brody? Most fans regard Brody as a 

raging madman, a lunatic who gains 

nourishment on the blood and bones 
of his opponents. I won’t dispute this. 

I’ve seen Brody at his evil worst—on 

nights when his bloodlust was un- 

quenchable and where it required six 
men to tear him off a_ beaten 
opponent. 

But I know of a different Bruiser 
Brody. I know the man who stands by 
his word and obligations like a champ. 
Those who think Brody’s primary de- 
votion is to a greenbuck are correct. 
However, I’ve never known him to let 
a friend down. The conventional wis- 
dom has Brody pegged all wrong. If 
he’s with you he’s with you to the end. 

Of course, Brody has very few 
friends in the business. He has chosen 
an isolated path, and claims to have no 





strong feeling toward anything but. 


money. ‘‘Money buys all else,’ he 
says, and leaves it that. I have never 
been inclined to engage Brody in a 
philosophical discussion. Ours is a pro- 
fessional relationship, one that depends 
on compatibility in the ring, not out of 
it. I’m not curious about the real 
Bruiser Brody because I think I already 
know the real Brody. If he wants to 
reveal more to me about himself, then 
he will. Right now I’m content with 
the way things are. 

Which brings us to wrestling. 
Brody’s been in Texas now for several 
months—of course he’s gone on many 
infamous tangents—but he’s been here 
long enough, consistently enough to 
embroil himself in one of the hottest 
feuds since Chris Adams and the Von 
Erichs stopped speaking to each other. 

When The Freebirds and Brody ar- 
rived in Texas, I feared they might ally 
with one another. After all, all four 
shared similiar ring traits—an over- 
whelming desire to win and punish, a 
love of the material things, and a noto- 
rious disdain for scientific wrestlers. 

Had Brody sided with The Free- 








Brody grabs Michael Hayes by the hair and, 
with his eyes, challenges Hayes’ partners to 
try to do something about it. 


birds, it would have spelled big prob- 
lems in Texas. Every rulebreaker with 
a chip on their shoulder wants a shot 
at the Von Erich family, and if four of 
the meanest and most ferocious decide 
to band together, well ... 

But it never happened and I can 
thank Michael Hayes and his pompous 
stupidity for it. Hayes had the audacity 
to lay down the law for Brody. If he 
were to fly with The Freebirds, he 





would fly only with The Freebirds— 
and when doing so he would take his 
orders from Hayes. There would also 
be no singles matches without Hayes’ 
permission. Can you believe the inso- 
lence of Hayes? 

Brody has since told me he had no 
intention of joining the ’Birds but was 
Outraged at the lack of respect The 
Freebirds demonstrated. I told him he 
Shouldn’t be surprised; they’ve done 
much worse than that. Much worse. I 
suggested if he wasn’t busy, then per- 
haps he’d be interested in teaming up 
with Kevin, Lance, and myself for 
some matches against The Freebirds. 
He seemed vaguely interested but de- 
clined, saying as how he preferred sin- 
gles’ matches instead. I spoke about 
the dollar value such a series would 
have. He changed his tune. 

Now don’t misunderstand me. The 
Von Erichs don’t need Bruiser Brody. 
God knows we’ve been fighting—and 
winning—our own battles long 
enough. And Bruiser Brody doesn’t 
need anyone, especially a close-knit 
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Bronco Lubich and David Manning try to 
force closed the dressing room door as Ter- 
ry Gordy attempts to escape a rampaging 
Brody. Rarely does one see a look of fear in 
Gordy’s eyes. 


family that places friendship, family, 
and God before money and posses- 
sions. Maybe the deep contrast in our 
styles is what has made our team so 
successful. 

All I can say is that I’ve never seen 
a competitor as intense as Bruiser 
Brody. He has thrown himself into this 
feud with the abandon of a wild ani- 
mal. The Von Erichs have beaten The 
Freebirds a dozen times before and will 
beat them dozens of times in the fu- 
ture, but Bruiser Brody has put the 
fear of God in them. He has made 
Michael Hayes, Terry Gordy, and 
Buddy Roberts shut up, a feat roughly 
tantamount to jogging up Mt. Everest. 

And he does so in his quietly brutal 
way, without bragging or whining. I’ve 
never known Brody to make an ex- 
cuse. He exists for the moment of ac- 
tion, gives it his best, collects his 
check, and is off. And it’s not all that 
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Brody also teaches Hayes the meaning of fear. Hayes will learn with a kick to the chest that 
Brody is not a man from whom to beg for mercy. 


mysterious. It’s just the way he has 
chosen to conduct his life. 

I’ve heard rumors that The Free- 
birds are planning to clear out of Tex- 
as pretty soon. If that proves true, 
Bruiser Brody deserves all the credit. 
The ’Birds’ egos would never let a Von 
Erich chase them out of Texas. They’d 
rather die. But like I said, Brody offers 
no quarter in the ring. He’ll not relent 
to the Birds’ psychological attacks. 
Physically, he comes at you like a tidal 
wave, everywhere at once. But, emo- 


tionally, he puts up blinders. Nothing 


can affect him. He’s an impassive wall, 
a concrete tableau of resolve. 

I’m a better wrestler for knowing 
Bruiser Brody. He’s brought some 
aggressiveness back into my style. For 
my part, I hope he’s learned something 
from me and my family. But that’s an 
indulgent dream. Brody is Brody, and 
you might as well try domesticating a 
moray eel before you’ll get him to sit 
down for Sunday dinner. 

Just ask The Freebirds. If you can 
catch them before they head out of 
town. LJ 











June 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 
winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, ; 
Patera, Flair. 


August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo. Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Blassie. 

October 1982/COLOR PINUP: ay 
Lawler. Ric Flair, Rhodes, Graham 

Race, Funk Jr. 


January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullivan, Backlund. 

February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski, vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 


April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 
dorff, Hart. 


June 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 


July 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 


August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 
Zbyszko. oh Wiese Sullivan, Zbys- 

eh Von Erich, Wrestling Il. 

October 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 

yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 

nis, Rhodes, Piper. 

November Lresedeevnnod PINUP: 

Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 

bancorea:t Ellering, Valiant, Race. 


December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 

January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
Dillon, Sawyer. 

February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling Ii, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan. 

July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 

August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 


October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 
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ILLUSTRATED 


November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warnors, Windham, Rotundo. 


January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 


February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 


num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 


Ellering. 


April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 

June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Barry Wind- 
ham. Rhodes, Siaughter, 

Von Erich, T.A. 
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appear? 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 


yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 


October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 


December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 









January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 


February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, , Race. 


April 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
endi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 


May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 
dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 


ae 1 aan PINUP: Kevin Von 
ich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. 

July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors. 


August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Ra , Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 


October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 


November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bull , Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Am-Ole. 
December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham. 
January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. 


February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorff. 


April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex ay 
& Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din 
go, Housecieaning. 
May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Tourny, Al- 
bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 
June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 
get Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 
reebirds, Hall. 
July 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight 
Rockers. Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 
August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious. n-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Di- 
Biase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 








November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
Harts, Hogan, Windham. 

January 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Road Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko. 
February 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin. , Garvin-Flair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 

April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, lron Sheik. 


May 1988/COLOR PINUP: Sting. An- 
rahe pnabylo aaten rk Flair, tte, 


June 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tully Blan- 
chard. Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 


July 1988/COLOR PINUP: Curt Hennig. 


Hogan vs. Andre ress vs. Rockers, 
Beefcake, Perez, r Rotunde Sting 
August 1988/COLOR PINUP: Al Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 

October ca eee PINUP: Ultimate 
Warrior. Sting, Savage, Lawler, Wil- 
liams, Steamboat, Varsity Club. 
November 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Midnight Express. Hogan, Rhodes, Ex- 
press, Powers of Pain. 

December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Du ie ded Horsemen, Brody, 
Bigelow, n, Precious. 
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ADRIAN ADONIS 


(Continued from page 45) 


Ave. “Look, Matty, why don’t we 
get a six-pack and stand outside 
Goldberg’s Pizza & Video. Maybe 
they got the fight on there.” 

“Okay, okay already. Let’s go 
in here. This joint looks painless.” 

The joint, The Organ Grinder, 
did look painless. A green and 
pink canopy hung harmlessly over 
into the street. An orange sign 
claimed that Every Hour Was 
Happy Hour, and a smaller poster 
promised first-run movies and Ca- 
ble-TV. 

| had a bad feeling about the 
place, but before | could say any- 
thing, Brock put his arm around 
me and dragged me in. “C’mon, 
fella,’ he growled paternally. 
“Drinks are on me till the fifth 
round. If Green can last that 


We walked through the saloon- 
style doors together. A guy stand- 
ing by the cigarette machine 
looked us up and down then 
turned to his friend and. said, 
‘Those May-December relation- 
ships never last. Just you watch.” 

| wanted to get out of there 
fast, but Matt had already made 
tracks to the bar. The bartender 
wore a leather tanktop and 
spandex pants. He smiled at us. 
‘“What’ll it be, pardners?” 

‘A couple of Rheingolds,”’ 
Brock ordered. 

“We only have New Amster- 
dam on tap,”’ the bartender re- 
sponded. ‘“‘Most of our clients 
loathe beer.”’ 

“Whatever. Just set us up a 
couple of cold ones. And turn the 


fight on, willya chum?” Brock add- 


ed. “| wanna hear what Sugar 
Ray has to say.” 

“Tonight?” The bartender was 
incredulous. “Tonight? You want 
to see boxing tonight? Are you 
crazy? ‘The Flower Shop’ is on 
tonight. This is our biggest night. 
Watch how this place fills up in 10 
minutes.” 





—_——_ 


Grabbing Hillbilly Jim by the hair, Adonis 
puts 303 pounds behind an elbowsmash. 


He was right. By 10:15, men— 
the club conspicuously lacked 
women—crowded around the 
winding oval bar. Before we knew 
it, we were elbow to elbow with 
120 guys. All exits were blocked. 
We couldn’t leave if we wanted. 


“Wonder who he'll have on 
tonight?” 

‘“! wonder what he’ll have on 
tonight!” 


“| hope it’s Macho Man.” 

“| hope it’s Orndorff.” 

“You don’t see many girls in 
here, do you?” Matt asked, clear- 
ly bewildered. 

At the appointed time, with little 
room to spare, Adorable Adrian 
Adonis filled the bar’s 25-inch 
screen. He received a big round 
of applause. 

“Hiya, everyone! Welcome to 
The Flower Shop. Today’s special 
guest is ‘Macho Man’ Randy Sav- 
age!’’ Adonis preened. The Sav- 
age contigent let out a nasal 
whoop. 

The Flower Shop is Adrian Ado- 
nis’ bizarre answer to Roddy Pip- 
er’s Pit and Jesse Ventura’s Body 
Shop. They are all talk shows, 
whose hosts insist on doing most 
of the talking, although in this 
case that is where the resem- 
blance ends. Looking like some- 
thing between a psychedelic hip- 
popotamus and the FID Man, 
Adonis prims his way through his 
show, dispensing petals and per- 
fume in a manner best described 
as, er, unnatural. He is the WWF 


taken to its most extraordinary 
extreme. 

It wasn’t always like this. 

‘| remember when Adonis was 
the toughest out in wrestling,” 
Matt whispered to me, his head 
quaking in despair. “When he and 
Ventura won the AWA tag team 
title, | wrote a story describing 
them as the fiercest duo to come 
along in 25 years.” 

On the screen Adonis had 


Snatched a flower out of the 


hands of Miss Elizabeth and pre- 
sented it to Savage. He courtsied. 
The man to Matt’s left screamed. 
“That’s it, Adorable. Put her in 
her place.” 

Matt clenched his teeth and 

continued. “Then when he and 
Murdoch started teaming in the 
WWF, | knew it was just a matter 
of time before they won the title. 
They handled Rocky Johnson and 
Tony Atlas like they were 
schoolkids. 
- “Now look at him. What the 
hell is going on, anyway? 
Yuppies. Gays. The world used to 
be a better place. | may be an old 
drunk, but this stuff is crazy.” 

Adonis, who used to ride a mo- 
torcycle through New York’s 
Hell’s Kitchen, was now pirouet- 
ting off-stage, rolls of stomach 
flesh lolling off him like Pacific 
Ocean breakers. His manager, 
Jimmy Hart, chased after him with 
a bottle of perfume. 

The crowd started to break up. 
The talk seemed to center on the 
pink and mauve house dress Ado- 
nis had showcased that night. 

“You boys wanna watch the 
fight now?” we were asked. 

Matt left a fin on the bar and 
padded out silently. The world 
had changed and no one had 
bothered consulting him. | felt 
sad. The next day | asked my 11- 
year-old neighbor and resident 
wrestling nut, Marc Menachem, 
what he thought of Adrian Adonis. 

“| don’t like him,’’ Marc said. 
“He’s a faggot.” 

You can’t fool the kids. Matt’ll 
be happy to hear that. CJ 
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(Continued from Page 35) 





Backlund managed to kick out of Adonis’ cradle at the two-count (above). The 
champion maneuvers out of Adonis’ armlock (below) and executes an atomic 


spinecrusher (opposite right). 


Loe 


, io oan 
learn about Goodnight Irene until 
I was nine, so | had another idea of 
how to put him to sleep. 

“That kid was lucky, even if he 
was twice my size and age,” Adonis 
continued. “He wasn’t sleeping, 
but he was pretty groggy when 
some hardhat from the 
construction job across the street 
ran in and broke us up. 

“To this day, there’s a guy they 
call ‘Doomsday Eddie’ who 
wanders the streets of New York 
selling pencils and preaching that 
the end of the world is next week. 
Walk through town long enough 
and you'll see him. He has to rest 
every block or two because he’s still 
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hurting from the scars I gave him 
that day.” 

Adonis smiled once again as he 
relished the memory of a past 
achievement. 

“When I’m out on the street,” 
Adonis noted with smugness, “I 
walk the way I want to walk... | 
talk the way I want to talk. Its a 
free-for-all out there, a jungle- 
land, and lalways come out ontop. 

“There will be a time very soon 
when I will step into the squared 
circle with Bob Backlund and there 
will be no referee to save his skin,” 
said Adonis with a vengeful grin. 
“It will be a Texas Death Match: 
no rules, just like the streets. A 





be 


match to the finish that can’t be 
stopped by blood. 

“T'll be able to meet Backlund on 
my own terms,” Adonis continued, 
“without him being protected by 
any system of rules or regulations. 
Once that happens, he'd better be 
prepared for the worst. When 
Adrian Adonis is let loose, Bob 
Backlund better beware.” 

With that proclamation made, 
Adonis picked up a strap of leather 
adorned with steel studs and began 
to flog himself about the back 
and shoulders. 

“Violence doesn’t bother me,” 
insisted Adonis. “I, thrive on 
violence, I feed on violence. Poor 
Backlund can’t even survive a little 
cut above his eyes. Yeah, Texas 
Death, that’s the only way. No 
system for Backlund to hide 
behind, no protection for his 
WWE belt.” 

Adonis laughed at the 
bloodbath he pictured in his mind. 
The anticipation of a Texas Death 
Match with Backlund made him a 
very happy man. O 
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“Don’t get me wrong,” DiBiase 
continued, “I’m not saying that 
Brody is an easy man to beat. Not 
by any stretch of the imagination. 
But what I am saying is that there 
are weak spots in his style, and 
given enough experience with the 
man and enough concentration 
during the match, I think that he 
can be defeated.” | 
Dory Funk Jr. agreed with 
DiBiase’s assessment of Brody and 
his rampaging style both in and out 
of the ring. 
“It’s unnerving to step into the 


BRUISER BRODY 


(Continued from page 43) 
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as 


ring with that man,” admitted 
Dory, “but once you get over the 
initial shock, you realize that 
Brody is just like any other man 

. a bit more crazed, that’s for 
sure, but still a man, and any man 
can be defeated in the ring on any 
given day.” 

Nevertheless, there are few 
grapplers willing to step into the 
ring with Brody, and fewer still 
who admit to having achieved any 
sort of a victory, clear or otherwise, 
against the wildman. In many 
respects, to walk out of the ring 





with all of one’s bones still intact 
could be considered a major 
victory, indeed. 

If one is to measure danger by 
sheer brutality, by the fear a man 
places in his opponents, by the raw 
viciousness manifested both in and 
out of the ring, by how extremely 
far the man is willing to sink in 
order to score a win, even to go so 
far as to break bones and injure 
ringside fans . . . then there is 


no doubt: 
Bruiser Brody is wrestling’s most 
dangerous man. O 
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lt wasnt easy until now! 


That's what so many men are saying after using ShapeUp, the mar- 
velous, new compound, especially formulated by nutritionists, 
sports dietitians and biochemists for the sole purpose of helping 
men to more healthful, sturdier and better developed bodies. 








MACHO MEN HAVE MORE FUN 


Women are not excited by men who are skel- 
etons. They like men of form and substance. 
They like men who look good in their clothes 
and out. They like men who look like men. If 
you are one of those who knows this and 
have been trying in vain to do something 
about it, this is your lucky day. Your search 
is ended. Your body is about to embark ona 
trip to its ideal shape and form. ShapeUp is 
here to shape you up... and we mean it 
sincerely. You are about to gain weight... 
and not just flab, but the right amount in the 
right places. You'll see! 


SKINNY ISN’T ATTRACTIVE 


If you don’t think so, just watch what turns 
women’s heads on the beach. They get turned 
on by well-built guys. They're the ones with the 
prettiest girls. It’s a rare fellow who doesn’t want 
to look good in his clothes and is happy with a 
skinny frame, who has not envied men who 
weighed a little more, had a better appetite and 
generally displayed a physical fitness that spoke 
of health and well-being. True, while doctors and 
nutrition specialists warn against being fat, very 
little is said about the equal or greater evils of 
being underweight. So there’s more to it than 
cosmetic aspects. Skinny is not only unattrac- 
tive. It is also unhealthful. Gaining weight could 
mean gaining health for you. 


GAIN STAMINA AND SELF- 
CONFIDENCE TOO. 


Skinny men are not great lovers. That’s a 
known fact. Add a few pounds and you'll be 
amazed how it will improve your love-life. 
Women know this and are conscious of the 
fact that skinny men can’t go the distance. 
The race is to the strong, the saying goes. 
And the fellow who is handsomest doesn’t 
look like a stand-in for the family skeleton. 
Many a man found that gaining a few more 
pounds has helped him overcome chronic 
illness, major or minor. Many a doctor has 
prescribed gaining weight. But so little is 
publicized about skinny men. The great 
amount of publicity given to coronary prob- 
lems has brought the bulk of weight atten- 
tion to those men who weigh too much. Men 
who weigh too little never really get equal 
time. But their problem is no less serious. 





GAIN WEIGHT! GAIN WOMEN! 


If you think that’s just a catchy slogan, we 
hope you will do yourself a favor. Count 
how many skinny men you see in movies, 
or on TV or anywhere . . . with pretty wo- 
men. Notice whom they pick for clothing models. 
See the announcers, the M.C.'s, the newsmen. 
How many men in the public eye, in politics, in 
leadership roles in business are underweight? 
Not even astronauts are skinny guys. If you want 
to experience a change in your attitude, your 
business progress, your lifestyle, see what 5, 10, 
15 pounds can do for you. See how it adds to 
your personal esteem, your confidence and, 
best of all, your well-being. Your day will come 
... and thank your lucky stars, it’s within sight 
with ShapeUp working for you. 


LOOK BETTER AND FEEL 
BETTER WHILE YOU GAIN 


In these times when women are free to express them- 
selves and pick and choose their men, you don't 
need a handicap . . . especially when it's so easy 
to put yourself in the forefront of competition. Why 
not look your best? And you will if you feel your best. 
And you'll feel your best when you gain the kind of 
nutrition that builds your body to its highest potential. 
Everyone knows that a healthy body brings a healthy 
mind and the kind of outlook that makes you want to 
kick up your heels . . . and go out and lick the world. 
Yes, with ShapeUp, you give yourself a super-lift of 
confidence, built into its wondrous formula, that’s 
compounded to perk you up and give you a winning 
attitude. 


Deer Creek Products, Inc., Dept. ins 


3038 N.W. 25 Ave., Pompano Bch., FL 33069 


Please send me the amount of ShapeUp indicated in the box to the right. If not 
satisfied, | understand you will refund my money. | am adding $1 for postage 


; 7 
! 
and handling. |} Send me the 
, 30-Tablets size : 
: Name for $7.95 
! 1 
Lares (] Send me the 
' City State Zip 60-Tablets size ! 
: for $12.75 ! 
i ' 


Copyright 1984 Deer Creek Productg, Inc. 
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WASTING MONEY! 
Here’s a low-cost way! 


Some fellows, who've been trying hard to 
gain weight, resort to all sorts of methods to 
do so: professional exercise sessions, cost- 
ly nutritional regimens, large investments 
in health foods, time-consuming weight- 
building programs. Yet, here, at an extremely 
affordable price, you are offered a product 
so elementary, so easy-to-take, yet so effec- 
tive we offer it to you without any greater 
effort than filling out and mailing a coupon. 
You don’t even have to go to a store for it. 
And unlike any other method, product, 
means or procedure, we GUARANTEE 
ShapeUp to the point of total freedom from 
risk of any kind. 


NO GAIN! NO PAY! WE 
ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE IT! 
Your money back without any strings what- 
soever. Try ShapeUp for 30 days. It does 
as we Say or you get a full refund. 


4 


a2 anno wane a ms eee ee J 


Don’s enormous strength sends 
Jack Benz to his knees. Muraco 
can bench press 475 pounds. He 
is a protege of Sam Steamboat. 


walk into the place without having 
to wrestle me for 20 minutes or so. 

“One day he asked me if I ever 
thought of wrestling as a career. 
I told him I already had a career 
and wrestling was just something I 
enjoyed around the gym. But the 
more we talked the more it appealed 
to me. 

“I went into serious training for 
about a year before I would even 
think about trying to wrestle profes- 
sionally. After my first pro bout I 
was hooked. I loved it. And even 
though I got battered around quite 
a bit—1 won. And when they raised 
my hand and the crowd cheered— 
boy was that great! Then some peo- 
ple asked for my autograph. That 
did it. I knew it would take some 
time before I got it out of my sys- 
tem.” 

Sam Steamboat was due to head 
back to the mainland and he fixed 
Muraco up with a promoter in Chi- 
cago. Don was an instant hit. Once 
word got around the Chicago area 
about him, more people than ever, 
especially women and young kids, 
began showing up at the matches. 

“I can understand why the women 
like him so much,” said promoter 
Bob Luce, “he’s one of the best look- 
ing guys in the sport today. But he 
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DON MURACO 


(Continued from page 19) 








Muraco smiles at Jack Benz as 
he increases the pressure on a 
headlock. Benz broke out by 
pulling Don's hair. 


also has some kind of magnetic at- 
traction for the youngsters. Maybe 
it’s because he always smiles at them, 
takes time to talk to them and sign 
their autograph books. Anyway, 
they've kind of adopted him as their 
new hero. He’s clean-cut, has a good 





Don applies his favorite hold, 
the Airplane Spin. He's able 

to spin opponents for two 
minutes before dropping them. ' 


sense of humor, and wrestles scien- 
tifically. I'd say if he can stay this 
way he’s got a hell of a future in this 
sport. He’s a regular All-America 
boy.” 

If there is any knock on Muraco 
it’s that he’s too much of an AIll- 
America boy in the ring. He won't 
use dirty tactics no matter what 
his opponent does, and experts say 
it’s bound to cost him when he starts 
meeting some of the top-name vil- 
lains in the business. 

“No matter how scientifically you 
like to wrestle,” Verne Gagne once 
said, “there are times when you just 
have to give back what you get. 
Otherwise they'll stomp all over you.” 

So far nobody has stomped all 
over him. He has amazing agility 





Don is one of the sport's best-developed wrestlers, as this picture 
shows. Promoters say he’s an All-American boy who has a magnetic 
attraction for people. But his refusal to use dirty tactics may hurt 
his championship hopes unless he gets rougher with villains. 


and speed to go along with his size 
and strength, and once he clamps 
his Airplane Spin on an opponent, 
the bout is usually over. So far, not 
one opponent has gotten up from 
the Airplane Spin and body slam 
combination. 

“After I wrestled him,” said Jack 
Benz, “I couldn't see straight for a 
half hour. Most guys can spin you 
around three or four times and then 
they drop you more than slam you 
to the canvas. This guy can spin 
you around for two minutes before 
putting you down. And when he puts 
you down—you stay there. He is 
strong! I’ve got years and years of 
experience on this guy and I lasted 
six minutes. Can you imagine? Six 
minutes! What’s he going to be like 
once he gets some experience? I 
don’t want to be around to find out!” 

Don’s diving background has 
helped him in the ring. A serious 
practitioner of Yoga, he has de- 
veloped self-discipline and powers 
of concentration far beyond those 


of average people. This self-disci- 
pline has enabled him to accom- 
plish diving feats that were almost 
unheard of until he did them. And 
while grappling, the same self-dis- 
cipline allows him to always keep 
his head in tough situations and 
extend himself far beyond the pow- 
ers possessed by most wrestlers. 

“Some wrestlers let themselves be- 
come distracted by the fans, the 
other wrestler’s reputation and a 
million other things. Because of 
Yoga, I can eliminate that distrac- 
tion and concentrate solely on the 
job before me—defeating my op- 
ponent. It allows me to call on 
strengths and discipline most people 
don’t even know they have.” 

Don does not plan to give up his 
underwater exploits yet. But for the 
time being he is concentrating on 
his new-found love—wrestling. And 
if he continues his success, the fish 
off the Hawaiian Islands will have 
to get themselves another photog- 
rapher. C) 
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March 1988 


The year-end issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
are always the most anticipated wrestling 
magazines of the year. And the 1986 and 1987 
issues made publishing history. Each issue is a 
full 100 pages packed with color and the year-end 
features PW/ readers have come to expect. We 
have limited supplies of these newsstand sell- 
outs, so don't be disappointed twice. Order your 
copies today. Only $5.00 each. 


Make check or money order payable 


land send to: 
Irv SPORTS ““‘THE BIG ONES’’ 


IBOX 48 

| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 

| Please rush me the magazines | have 
checked below. | enclose $5.00 (U.S. 
| FUNDS ONLY) for each one | am ordering. 


() PWI March 1987 
(1986 Year-End Special) 


(] PWI March 1988 
(1987 Year-End Special) 








ONLY $5.00 each. 
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59 





- Organize and Protect 
Your Copies of 
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Now there’s an easy way to protect, 
organize, and store your collection of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated magazinés. 

These custom-made cases and bind- 
ers, designed exclusively for Pro Wres- 
tling Illustrated by Jesse Jones Indus- 
tries, provide a luxury look that makes 
them attractive additions to your book- 
shelf of desk—at home or in the office. 
Whether you choose cases or 
binders, you'll have a stor- 
age system that's 
handsome and 
durable. 


BINDER 


® Casesand | 
binders are designed 
to hold a full year’s worth of issues 

® Constructed of heavy reinforced board, covered 
with durable leather-like material in dynamic red 

® PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED logo is hot-stamped 
on the spine in handsome silver 

® Free personalizing foil provided with each binder or 
case for additional indexing 

® Cases are V-notched for easy access and 
removal of magazines 

® Binders have special spring mechanism to 
hold individual rods which easily snap in. This 
allows magazines to be fully opened for easy readability 


Pag 


Sa a arm in Na a a Par NN ES 9 ee — a eee | 
| Pro Wrestling Illustrated QUANTITY CASES BINDERS 
Jesse Jones Industries, Dept. PWI One $ 7.95 $ 9.95 
| 499 East Erie Avenue Three $21.95 $27.95 
| Philadelphia, PA 19134 
Six $39.95 $52.95 


Please add $1.00 per case or binder to cover postage and handling. All orders outside 
U.S.A., add $2.50 per case or binder (U.S. funds only). 
P 


| 

| 

| 

| Please send 
| DEnclosed is $ 
| 

| 

| 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

Cases and | 
( JCharge (minimum $15) tomy: [American Express CIVISA | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


binders for Pro Wrestling Illustrated magazine. 








(jMasterCard (Diners Club 


Card # Exp. Date: 


| Signature 


| Charge Orders: Call TOLL FREE 7 days, 24 hours: 1-800-972-5858 





[erin Neinie: xc tee A oe, Se ee ee al ED * 
| Address: 2 ee ee ee a ee 
(No Post Office Box Numbers Please) 

| City: State: , Zip: 
| Pennsylvania residents, please add 6% sales tax 
eS SATISFACTION GUARANTEED—————— = 


ADONIS/BRODY 


(Continued from page 41) 


up outside the arenas to pay their 
respects to him. 

In Japan, and anywhere he 
went, Bruiser Brody was his own 
man. 

‘They were thrown from the ve- 
hicle, but no great distance,” said 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
Sgt. JohnMackKinnon, who investi- 
gated Adonis’ accident. 
“MicKigney went through the 
windshield and was dead at the 
scene. Mr. Adonis was sitting in 
the back seat and he was flung 
over them and out through the 
front of the vehicle ... We took 
him to the hospital about 24 miles 
away, but they couldn’t help him.” 

“The knife was a big sucker 
and it was moving the whole 
time,” said Tony Atlas, who was 
in the locker room when Brody 
was stabbed. “‘It was cold-blooded 
murder. Brody never suspected a 
thing.” 

“Carlos [Colon] was with him,” 
said Dutch Mantel, “and [Brody] 
was saying, ‘| need help, | need 
help. Please tell my wife | love her 
and tell my little son | love him.’ 
He knew he was dying.” 

They were both family men. 

Adonis, 34, left behind his wife, 
Bea, and two daughters. 

Brody, 42, left behind his wife, 
Barbara, and son, Geoffrey. 

They both left behind millions of 
fans who celebrated their lives— 
and now mourn their deaths. 

[Editor’s note: Brody was active 
in The Patrician Movement, a 
substance-abuse program that 
works primarily with teenagers 
and minorities. The family re- 
quests that memorials be sent in 
memory of Bruiser Brody or Frank 
Goodish to: The Patrician Move- 
ment, 222 E. Mitchell, San Anto- 
nio, TX, 78210]. LJ 
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SPECIAL GIFT OF FER 


During this holiday season, 
we are offering two great ways to save you money— 
and make your friends or relatives (or yourself!) very happy! 


$5 OFF 
OUR LOW EVERYDAY PRICE!! 


Option 1: Order one subscription to PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED at the regular low price of $22. Order a 
second subscription for $17—a savings of FIVE DOLLARS! 








Option 2: Order one subscription for yourself at our regular low price, then extend your subscription a second year 
at the FIVE DOLLAR discount. You'll receive 24 issues of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED! 


(Note to current subscribers: You can take advantage of this offer, too. 
If you want to extend your current subscriptions, just indicate so on the coupon.] 


Attractive gift notices will be sent by us to the recipient(s) 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 
TV Sports, Box 48, Dept. PWI, Rockville Centre, NY 11571 





THIS GIFT IS FOR THIS GIFT IS FOR THIS GIFT IS FROM 


| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| ean eas f° Ae: MAYABpRieere Ss Allows) WabOReee . aS : 
| | 
| city CITY CITY mere | 
| 
| ThE Sa AL ae”. PamEavemau.lp oc 0) - gece mpeetay ULSTATE. “lcstc ar © 5-\ sees : 
| (|New Subscription ()Renewal (]New Subscription C) Renewal PHONE _ eS eee 7 
| Total Amount of Order For 1. First subscription (yours or a Gift)... $22.00 | 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 2. Additional gifts $17 each .............:::sseeceeeees ae | 
| (check or money order enclosed, U.S. FUNDS ONLY): 3. Total cost of order Add (1) + (2)............ + al Ba | 
| | 


Please extend my own subscription for [) one year ($22) or LJ two years ($39). 
| (Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. All other countries add $5 per subscription). | 


243, Minneapolis, MN 
_ 1—BARRY WINDHAM 
236, Sweetwater, TX 
2—LEX LUGER 
268, Chicago, IL 
3—STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 
4—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
5—STEVE WILLIAMS 
265, Norman, OK 
6—AL PEREZ 
238, Tampa, FL 
7—NIKITA KOLOFF 
275, Moscow, Russia 
8—MIKE ROTUNDO 
245, Syracuse, NY 
9—RICK MORTON 
228, Memphis, TN 


10—RICK STEINER 
248, Detroit, MI 
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TOP10 TAG TEAMS 
TRA RANDY Si SAVAGE TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON 
Combined weight: 484 pounds 
WWE World AoE NWA World tag team champions 
RIC FLAIR DEMOLITION 
243, ipl MN Combined weight: 585 pounds 
NWA W WWF World tag team 
JERRY LAWLER THE ROAD WARRIORS 
, Memphis, TN Combined t: 567 pounds 
AWA World champion No. 2 NWA tag team title 
4 LUGER Serine ooo 1& STAN LANE 
! i S 
No.'2 contender: NWA title U.S. tag tenn cia sed ia 
ee ea 
Wa. 2 contenant title No. 1 contenders: WWF tag team title 
STING THE FANTASTICS 
260, Venice Beach, CA ree weight: NTE nds 
No. 3 contender: NWA title tag team title 
BARRY WINDHAM PAT TANAKA & PAUL DIAMOND 
236, Sweetwater, TX Combined weight: 456 pounds 
U.S. heavyweight AWA World tag team 
KERRY VON ERICH THE HART FOUNDATION 
World Clase No. 2 2 contador: WWF tag t team title 
HULK HOGAN THE BRITISH BULLDOGS 
302, Venice Beach, CA Cormbined weight: 461 pounds 
No. 3 contender: WWF No. 3 cont : tag team title 
1 THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 1 SHANE DOUGLAS & HUMONGOUS 
280, Queens, NY Combined weight: 541 pounds 
WWF Continental tag team 
AWA WORLD CLASS 
World Champion: World Champion: World Class i 
RANDY SAVAGE JERRY LAWLER KERRY VON ERICH 
245, Sarasota, FL 234, Memphis, TN 260, Denton, TX 
1—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 1—GREG GAGNE 1—ICEMAN PARSONS 
280, Queens, NY 220, Robbinsdale, MN 245, St. Louis, MO 
2—TED DiBIASE 2—KERRY VON ERICH 2—JERRY LAWLER 
247, Omaha, NB 260, Denton, TX 234, Memphis, TN 
3—HULK HOGAN 3—SOLDAT USTINOV 3—KEVIN VON ERICH 
302, Venice Beach, CA 265, Moscow, Russia 235, Denton, TX 
4—ANDRE THE GIANT 4—WAHOO McDANIEL 4—KAMALA 
497, Grenoble, France 280, Midland, TX 360, Uganda 
5—THE HONKY TONK MAN 5—MANNY FERNANDEZ 5—ERIC EMBRY 
255, Memphis, TN 245, El Paso, TX 225, Lexington, KY 
6—HACKSAW DUGGAN 6—COL. DeBEERS 6—STEVEN CASEY 
280, Glens Falls, NY 248, Cape Town, South Africa 230, San Antonio, TX 
7—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 7—AUSTIN IDOL 7—BUDDY ROBERTS 
273, San Francisco, CA 240, Las Vegas, NV 247, Del City, OK 
8—JAKE ROBERTS 8—EDDIE GILBERT 8—MICHAEL HAYES 
246, Stone Mountain, GA 222, Lexington, TN 255, Marietta, GA 
9—RICK RUDE S—MANDO GUERRERO 9—TERRY GORDY 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 225, Mexico City, Mexico 289, Chattanooga, TN 
10—BAD NEWS BROWN 190—TEUHO KHAN 10—THE BEAST 
280, New York, NY 265, Singapore — 335, Uganda 








MOST POPULAR MOST HATED 
HULK HOGAN ANDRE THE GIANT 
302, Venice Beach, CA 497, Grenoble, France 
Last issue: unrated Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 
RANDY SAVAGE RIC FLAIR 
245, Sarasota, FL 243, Min is, MN 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 
STING BARRY WINDHAM 
260, Venice Beach, CA 236, Sweetwater, 
Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular Last issue: No. 1 ‘Most Hated 
LEX LUGER TED DiBIASE 
268, Chicago, IL 247, Omaha, NB 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated 
HACKSAW DUGGAN RICK RUDE 
280, Glens Falls, NY 246, Robbinsdale, MN 
Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular Last issue: No. 6 Most Hated 
DUSTY RHODES EDDIE GILBERT 
302, Austin, TX 222, Lexington, TN 
Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated 
THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR THE HONKY TONK MAN 
280, Queens, NY 255, Memphis, TN 
Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated 
JERRY LAWLER KEVIN SULLIVAN 
234, Memphis, TN 252, Boston, MA 
Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular Last issue: unrated 
JAKE ROBERTS RON BASS 
246, Stone Mountain, GA 285, Pampa, TX 
Last issue: unrated Last issue: unrated 
1 KERRY VON ERICH 1 BUDDY ROBERTS 
260, Denton, TX 247, Del City, OK 
Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular Last issue: unrated 
STAMPEDE CWA 
North American Champion: CWA 
MAKHAN SINGH PHIL HICKERSON 
380, Saginaw, MI 257, Jackson, TN 
1—JOHNNY SMITH 1—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 
235, Manchester, England 225, Winter Haven, FL 
2—STEVE DiSALVO 2—SCOTT STEINER 
298, Boston, MA 235, Detroit, Ml 
3—BRUCE HART 3—ROBERT FULLER 
211, Calgary, Alberta 238, Dyresburg, TN 
4—CHRIS BENOIT 4—JEFF JARRETT 
218, Edmonton, Alberta 200, Hendersonville, TN 
5—STEVE BLACKMAN 5—JIMMY VALIANT 
250, Pittsburgh, PA 251, New York, NY 
6—VULKAN SINGH 6—TOMMY RICH 
300, Billings, MT 248, Hendersonville, TN 
7—LANCE IDOL 7—GARY YOUNG 
225, Hollywood, CA 240, Houston, TX 
8—GAMA SINGH 8—JIMMY GOLDEN 
220, Karachi, Pakistan 235, Montgomery, AL 
S—JERRY MORROW 9—BUDDY LANDELL | 
235, Martinique 236, Los Angeles, CA 
10—GOLDIE ROGERS 10—BILLY TRAVIS 


223, Hollywood, CA 


218, Houston, TX 





For period ended September 8, 1988 
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Continental 
TITLE VACANT 
To be filled in elimination tourney 
1—EDDIE GILBERT 
222, Lexington, TN 
2—AUSTINIDOL | 
240, Las Vegas, NV 
3—WILLIE B. HERT 
238, El Paso, TX 
4—LORD HUMONGOUS 
325, parts unknown 
5—KEN WAYNE 
208, Memphis, TN 
6—DAN DAVIS 
238, Nashville, TN 


7—JERRY STUBBS 
242, Pensacola, FL 


8—SHANE DOUGLAS 
_ 223, Pittsburgh, PA 
9—TONY ANTHONY 
235, Bucksnorth, TN 


10—TOM PRICHARD 
220, Houston, TX 


Fie’ 


To be filled in upcoming tourney 


1—HERCULES AYALA 
273, Bayamon, Puerto Rico 


2—CARLOS COLON 
246, Santa Isabel, PR 


3—RICKY SANTANA 

235, Orlando, FL 
4—MIGUEL PEREZ JR. 

232, Carolena, PR 
5—BUDDY LANDELL 

236, Los Angeles, CA 
6—ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 

360, Khartoum, Sudan | 
7—TNT 

242, parts unknown 
8—KAMALA 

360, Uganda 
9—DUTCH MANTEL 

224, Oil Trough, TX 


10—DAN SPIVEY 
300, Tampa, FL 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating more than 135 wrestlers in 12 different categories. It is 
EWel-vallalemig(swcver-) aloe ele) @-l miami ecm iii) lela claleer-lile 





respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 





A new number one! For the first time since winning the 

WWF World SeDpons ip on March 27 at WrestleMania IV, 

wee Randy Savage has moved into the 

as: top spot in our Top 10 ratings, 

_ displacing NWA World champion 

_ Ric Flair. Flair dropped to num- 

ber two while AWA World cham- 

pion Jerry Lawler remains in the 
third spot 

| The reasons for the change are 

» quite simple. As champion, Sav- 

el age has embarked on a heavy 

Jerry Lawler schedule of title defenses. He has 

rarely relied on outside interference, despite the tactics of 

top contender Ted DiBiase. 

Top 10 ratings are based on won-lost records for the past 
month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of the wres- 
tlers. Savage’s credentials are impeccable in each category. 
He is a worthy number one. 





You'd think the people would have had enough of silly 
ratings! But we're bringing them back again. Almost two 
years ago, we asked you to come up with your own offbeat 
ratings category, compile a set of ratings, and send it to 
“Ratings Analysis.” The response was overwhelming. Readers 
rated the “10 Most Obnoxious Wrestlers,” the “10 Wrestlers 
Who Had Better Retire Before They Get Crippled,” “10 Beau- 
tiful Blonds Of Wrestling,” ‘Wrestlers’ Foreheads,” “Best 
Bellybuttons In The WWF,” “Couples Of Wrestling,” and the 
“Most Devastating Finishing Maneuvers.” It was interesting 
and a lot of fun. 

en So we're asking you again to 
come up with some new categories 
(or even update the old ones) and 
send them to us at Wrestler Annual. 





If it’s interesting or funny—or hope- 
— fully both!—we'll print it in a future 

” installment. 
} ‘Just to get things rolling, we've 
+ decided to print an unusual, but in- 
™ coal teresting, off-beat ratings category 
Hulk Hogan sent in by Robert G. Gruber of New- 
burgh, New York. Robert ranked the top 10 world champi- 
ons of all time and writes, “As you go down the list, you will 
see that Hulk Hogan didn’t even get into my ratings. Even 
though Hogan held the WWF title for 4% years, he has no 
scientific skills whatsover.” 
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ALL-TIME TOP 10 WORLD CHAMPIONS 

1—LOU THESZ 
Six-time NWA champ 1937-66 

2—BRUNO SAMMARTINO 
Two-time WWF champ 1963-77 

3—VERNE GAGNE 
Nine-time AWA champ 1960-80 

4—HARLEY RACE 
Seven-time NWA champ 1973-63 

5—BOB BACKLUND 
WWF champ 1978-83 

6—GENE KINISKI 
NWA champ 1966-69; AWA champ 1961 

7—DORY FUNK JR. 
NWA champ 1969-73 

8—JACK BRISCO 

' Two-time NWA champ 1973-74 

9—RIC FLAIR 
Five-time NWA champ 1981-present 

10—RICK MARTEL 
AWA champ 1984-85 


A quick note! For all those fans who are racking their 
brains and checking their old programs, don’t rush to send 
us mail questioning our sanity! This issue, we've ranked both 
World Class heavyweight champion Kerry Von Erich and 
AWA World champion Jerry Lawler in both the World Class 
and AWA ratings. The special consideration is being given to 
these men while they continue their series of title vs. title 
matches. Kerry is rated second below AWA TV champion 
Greg Gagne, and Lawler is rated second below World Class 
Texas champ Iceman Parsons. 


Back to Puerto Rico. This month, the revolving ratings 
category returns to Puerto Rico for a look at the World 
Wrestling Council. The WWC heavyweight title, previously 
held by Hercules Ayala, was declared vacant when Ayala 
attacked Carlos Colon’s wife at a WWC awards dinner. The 
recent September 10 WWC anniversary show included such 
stars as Wahoo McDaniel, Dan Spivey, Abdullah the Butcher, 
Dutch Mantel, Jimmy Valiant, The Iron Sheik, Ronnie Garvin, 
and Buddy Landell. 


That’s all, folks! But keep those cards and letters coming, 
and don’t forget to send in your silly ratings categories. The 
address for mail is: “Ratings Analysis,” clo Wrestler Annual; 
Box 48; Rockville Centre, NY, 11571. (3) 
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| De ” ! You’ ve heard about them . . . you’ve read soc ——— 
about them... now you can see them for 
yourself! Japanese women wrestlers are 

among the most agile, athletic, 
acrobatic—and vicious—competitors in 
the entire mat world. Now, two 
~, sensational videotapes bring the dynamic 
action of Japanese women’s wrestling 
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Nh into your own home! 

Na 

it | Z Sample The 

na Excitement! - 
: et Jaguar Yokota, The Crush Girls, 3 
‘ mal Devil Masami, The Jumping Bomb ire Sy 
\K Angels, Dump Matsumoto—these 


are the legends of Japanese 
women’s wrestling. They’re all here, 
and more—including American 
superstar Wendi Richter. These 
matches, direct from Japanese 
television, include the kind of action 
that, until now, only satellite dish 
owners or Japanese fans could 
enjoy. These tapes are certain to 
become valued collectors’ items. 
They include complete matches, not 
match excerpts! 


f aed | 


bed bee! 
Slant-Eyed Slaughter ce, 
(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 
® Wendi Richter & ‘‘Devil’’ Masami vs. 
Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Okumura 
® Nancy Kumi vs. Lucy Kayama 
®@ Monster Ripper & “Devil” Masami 
vs. Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Mimi 
Hagiwara 
@ ‘Jaguar’ Rimi Yokota vs. Tarantula 
@ “Crush Girl” Lioness Asuka vs. 
“Crush Girl” Chigusa Nagayo 


“e 


Riot Of The Rising Sun 
(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 

®@ Yukari Omori & Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori 
vs. Noriyo Tateno & Itysuki Yamasaki— 
“The Jumping Bomb Angels” 

@ Masked You & Kaoru “Dump” 
Matsumoto vs. Lioness Asuka & 
Chigusa Nagayo—"The Crush Girls” 

@ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Las Galactia 


@ “Jaguar” Rimi Yo . “Devil” 

Special Magazine Offer: Mesa eae 
In the past, you might have expected to spend upwards of $59.95, ecomr —_— — 
$69.95, or more for tapes of this quality. But now, for a limited time only, 
you can order Slant-Eyed Slaughter and Riot Of The Rising Sun for 

the special low price of only $29.95 each (plus $3.00 postage and 
handling). Witness all the 

excitement and thrills of Japanese 
women’s wrestling—in your own 
home. 


rk 
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Make check or money order payable and send to. 
TV SPORTS 7 ; 
BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 PLEASE RUSH ME: 

() Slant-Eyed Slaughter 
| am enclosing $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage (1) Riot Of The Rising Sun 





and handling) for each tape | am ordering. (SORRY—VHS orders only) 
Name: 

Address: 

Cie seh oe tI) Sloth: .. See eee 


For ail orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape 
ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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nm BACK ISSUES OF ES 


SPORTS REVIEW 





sng pellanes 1979/Flair-McDaniel, Gar- 
Rhodes. 


vin, Ladd, 
Februa 
Spoiler, 


1980/Rhodes-Funk, Race, 


May 1980/Koloff-Anderson, Brody- 
Spoiler, Graham, Andre. 


Siena 1980/Hogan, Flair, Wrestling li, 


Super 


January 1981/Morales-Fuji, Zbyszko, 


Thornton, Keirn 


June 1981/Morales-Khan, Lawler, 


Slater, Piper. 


September 1981/Backiund-Mosca, 

+ Freebirds, Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog. 
November 1981/Rhodes-DiBiase, 
Steamboat, Mulligan, McDaniel, Spoiler. 
December 1981/Muraco-Morales, 
Patera, Steele, Andre. 
March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 
Steele, Flair, Hayes. 


April 1 
rales, Super D, 


ler, Idol-Hayes, Mo- 


May 1982/Rich-Flair, Backlund, Super- 
star, Dillon, Wrestling ll. 
June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy 
Snuka, Wrestlers rate each other. 
July 1982/Steamboat-idol, Albano, 


Rhodes, Patera. 


August 1982/Piper-Rich, Flair-Siater, 


Rhodes, Valentine, Bockwinkel, 


October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, 

Kabuki, Von Erich. 

November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito, 
Mascaras. 


Von Erich, 


December 1982/Backiund-Rose 


Rhodes-Flair, Albano, Humperdink. 
1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valen- 


January 
tine, Patera, Brisco, Bockwi 


nkel 


February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- 
Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spoiler. 
March 1983/Flair-Bass, Snuka, Sulli- 
van, Steamboat, Patera. 
April 1983/Backlund-Graham, Briscos, 


R iH 


ogan, 


Ss. 


May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 
Reed, Brisco, Von Erich 


June 1983/Piper, Bockwinkel-Patter- 
son, Brody, Sullivan, Baba. 
July 1983/Valiant-Humperdink, Martel, 


November 1983/Andre-Mulligan, Ka- 
mala-Brody, Slater, Backlund. 
December 1983/Windham-LeDuc, 
Santana, Sullivan, Garvin. 

January 1984/Andre-Abdullah, Bock- 
winkel, Gilbert, Windham, Flair, Mosca. 
February 1984/Rich-Sawyer, Idol-Han- 
sen, Martel, Parsons, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Starrcade '83, Closeups 
on Atlanta and Dallas cards 

April 1984/Von Erich-Gordy, Dillon & 
Nagasaki, Graham, DiBiase, Orndorff. 
May 1984/LeDuc-Sawyer, Assassins 
The Men Who Make Wrestling Fly! 
June 1984/Windham-Fiair, Gilbert, 
Sawyer, Bockwinkel, Tsuruta. 
July 1984/Flair-Gordy, Duggan, 
chard, Brisco, AWA tag tourny. 
August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- 
Hayes, Von Erich, Faces Of Wrestling. 
September 1984/Flair-Steamboat, 
Freebirds-Von Erichs—Special cover- 
age of two big cards. 

October 1984/Sullivan-Rhodes, Free- 
birds video, Atlas, Orange Bowl card. 
November 1984/Von Erich & Billy 
Jack, Andre, Fab Ones, Summer Wars! 
December 1984/Rich-Gilbert, Martel, 
Mascaras, Youngblood, World Class. 
January 1985/Flair-McDaniel, Missing 
Link, Backlund, Fabulous Ones, Pro 
Wrestling USA, Valentine. 

February 1985/Sullivan-Graham, Her- 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno Jr., 
Steamboat, Warriors. 

March 1985/Starrcade '84 featuring 
Flair, Rhodes, Stearnboat, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling school. 
April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
Haynes-Barr, Hart, Irwins, 1984 in Pic- 
tures, Blair. 

May 1985/Albano, Freebirds-Fiair, 
Steamboat, Hernandez, Las Vegas. 
June 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Taylor. 

July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
bloodiest matches, Backlund, Snuka. 
August 1985/Flair-Nikita, Orndorff, 
Slaughter, Parade of Champions ll. 
September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, 


Blan- 





Now is the time to complete your 
collection of SPORTS REVIEW 


BOLDFACE. ] 


November 1985/Freebirds-Warriors, 
Mid-South, Haynes, Rhodes, Savage. 
December 1985, n, Zbyszko-Mar- 
tel, Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. 
January 1986/Savage-Santana, Abdul- 
lah, Humongous, Von Raschke, 
Comiskey Park, Taylor. 

February 1986/Junkyard Dog, Rude, 
Patrick, Garvin, Reed, Datebook. 

March 1986/Starrcade '85, Ventura, 
Windham, Sunshine, Slaughter. 
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April 1986/Savage-Hogan, Martel-Han- 
sen, 1985 in Pictures, Warriors, DiBiase. 
May 1986/Sammartino, R&R Express, 
Sunshine-Hyatt, Slater, Devastating 
Holds, Hall & Hennig. 

June 1986/Hogan-Muraco, Midnight 
Express, Freebirds, Battle of Belts Il. 
July 1986/Omdorff-Piper, Blanchard- 
T.A., Matches of '80s, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs. 

August 1986/Crockett Cup Tourmy, 
Jake Roberts, Midnight Rockers, Von 
Erichs, Wrestling Il. 

September 1986/Bulldogs, Blanchard- 
Gibson, Lugar, Dundee, UWF tourny. 


WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 
with action photography and in-depth 
stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in 


December 1986/Machines, Fantastics, 
Warriors, WWF Muchnick Tourny. 
January 1987/Russians, Hyatt-Dark 
Journey, WWF Top 50, Fab Ones. 
February 1987/Road Warriors,Savage, 
Windham & Lugar, 1987 Datebook. 
March 1987/Kamala-Hogan, Starrcade 
86, Atlas, Williams, Tatum. 
April 1987/1986 In Pictures, Kevin Von, 
Flair, Rich, Hennig-Bockwinkel 
May 1987/Nikita-Flair, Bul , Alba- 
no's career, Snuka-DeBeers, Taylor. 
June 1987/Hogan-Andre, Hall, Par- 
sons, Garvin, WWF title bia 
July 1987/Midnight Ex 
Steamboat, Adams, NWA in hehe oa 
pu st 1987/Nord-Kevin, Armstrong- 
Flair, Hogan & Patera, Crockett Cup. 
September 1987/Hogan, Akbar, imal 
Nikita, Summer Feuds, charity shows 
October 1987/Windham, Bigelow, 
Bockwinkel, Western States tourny. 
November 1987/Bash, Honky Tonk, 
Hart, Sheepherders, Condrey. 
December 1987/Grappling Ghouls, 
Hogan-Andre, Luger-Nikita, Boesch card 
January 1988/Honky Tonk, Garvin, 
T.A. career, Arcidi, Hogan. 
February 1988/Rhodes, Strike Force, 
Rich-Adonis, Hyatt, 1988 datebook. 
March 1988/Starrcade, Survivor Se- 
ries, Simpson, Hennig, Zbyszko. 
April 1988/1987 In Pictures, Tully & 
Arm, DiBiase, Kerry, Orton. 
May 1988/Hawk-Flair, Andre-Hogan, 
Dangerously, Duggan, Mike George. 
June 1988/Luger-Tully, DiBiase, Ad- 
ams, NWA New York invasion. 
July 1988/Savage wins WWF tourney, 
Rockers-Express, Hayes, Dusty-Rider. 
August 1988/Luger and Sting win 
Crockett Cup, Savage-DiBiase, Nasty 
Boys, Ultimate Warrior. 
ae tember 1988/Predictions Through 
, Williams, Rhodes, Bad Company, 
areaiost Garden matches. 
October 1988/Midnight Rockers, 
Sting, Taylor, Koloff, Hot Young Lions. 


Hernandez, Murdoch, Armstrong. 
October 1983/Martel-Valentine, Mulli- 
gan, Lawler, Von Erichs, Bruno. 


Omdorff, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr. 
October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, ~ 
Savage, Adams, T.A., Warriors. 


October 1986/Orndorff, Rude-Brody, 
Bash, Bockwinkel, Gordy, Adams. 
November 1986/Andersons-R&R Ex- 
press, Machine, Gordy, Managers. 


Do Not Order Any Issue Not Listed. Do Not Send Coins. 
Do Not Use Old Order Forms 
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SPECIAL GIFT OFFER 


During this holiday season, 
we are offering two great ways to save you money—and make your friends or 
relatives (or yourself!) very happy! 


$5 OFF 
OUR LOW EVERYDAY PRICE!! 


Option 1: Order one subscription to INSIDE WRESTLING at the regular low price of $17. Order a second sub- 
scription for $12—a savings of FIVE DOLLARS! 





Option 2: Order one subscription for yourself at our regular low price, then extend your subscription a second year 
at the FIVE DOLLAR discount. You'll receive 24 issues of INSIDE WRESTLING! 


[Note to current subscribers: You can take advantage of this offer, too. 
If you want to extend your current subscriptions, just indicate so on the coupon.] 


Attractive gift notices will be sent by us to the recipient(s) 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 
TV Sports, Box 48, Dept. INW, Rockville Centre, NY 11571 





Please extend my own subscription for (J one year ($17) or L two years ($29). 
(Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. All other countries add $5 per subscription). | 


| 

| 
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THIS GIFT IS FOR THIS GIFT IS FOR THIS GIFT IS FROM | 
| 

ADDRESS APT. ADDRESS APT. ADDRESS APT. : 
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CITY CITY CITY | 
| | 

STATE ZIP STATE ZIP STATE ZIP | 
(JNew Subscription _|Renewal (JNew Subscription _JRenewal Stone | 
| 

Total Amount of Order For 1. First subscription (yours or a gift)................ $17.00 | 
INSIDE WRESTLING 2. Additional gifts $12 each...........ccceceecsseeeees $ | 
(check or money order enclosed, U.S. FUNDS ONLY): 3. Total cost of order Add (1)+(2)................. $ | 
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A King Kong Bundy made a guest appearance with the 
fictional Al and Peg Bundy (Ed O'Neill and Katey Sagal) on 
the Fox network TV comedy Married ... With Children. 
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A The CWA's Jeff Jarrett and his brother Jason read a A ‘“Ravishing’’ Rick Rude puts the sleeper on comedian Fielding 
copy of our sister publication /nside Wrestling. West backstage at the Abracadabra show in Las Vegas. 


EYOND THE SQUAREDC 








“1 Jake “The Snake”’ Roberts tries to frighten D.J. Kat of WNYW 
Fox TV/Channel 5’s The D.J. Kat Show. 





A AWA TV producer Al DeRusha and Greg Gagne go over the 
schedule of matches for an evening’s TV taping. DeRusha’s son is 


referee Gary DeRusha. 
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4 Associate Editor Dave Rosenbaum borrows Wahoo McDaniel’s headdress. 
- to lobby for the “editor-in-chief” position. 


j 
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A After all the unfavorable publicity he’s been getting iately, 
Eddie Gilbert may feel like hanging himself. 


~{ Stan Lane and Jim Comette have taken a liking to Ken 
Osmond, Leave if To Beaver’s Eddie Haskell. They do share 


similar character traits with Eddie! 
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SPECIAL GIFT OFFER 


During this holiday season, 
we are offering two great ways to save you money— 
and make your friends or relatives (or yourself!) very happy! 


$5 OFF 
OUR LOW EVERYDAY PRICE! 


Option 1: Order one subscription to SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING at the regular low price of $17. Order a 
second subscription for $12—a savings of FIVE DOLLARS! 








Option 2: Order one subscription for yourself at our regular low price, then extend your subscription a second year 
at the FIVE DOLLAR discount. You'll receive 24 issues of SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING! 


(Note to current subscribers: You can take advantage of this offer, too. 
If you want to extend your current subscriptions, just indicate so on the coupon.] 


Attractive gift notices will be sent by us to the recipient(s) 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 
TV Sports, Box 48, Dept. SRW, Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
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— Getl in on the PROFITS. 


in SMALL ENGINE | 
service and repair 7 


| Start your own money 


In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 


fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 
labor. Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to ue pals 





Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not un- 
usual for a good small engine man to be 
three to four weeks behind in the summer 


and at least a week behind in the winter. 


When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
— as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 
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65-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That’s right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That’s the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
sprayers... the list is almost endless. 


* No experience necessary. 


You don’t need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated —so clear you can’t go wrong. 


Send TODAY 







Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


every step of the way. 


You receive trade secrets 
and business plans. 


We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade”’...all the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start. 


increased Income 


“T’ve had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 


gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until I 
started the Foley- 5 \ - 
Belsaw Course.” Walter H. Strick 
Campbell, California 
With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4HP engine— 


all yours to keep ! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 


You risk nothing bs accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 





Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


_ BEAT INFLATION! 


Work part time, full time 
right at home- we help you 


You get all this Professional equipment with your 
course, PLUS 4 H.P. Engine.... ALL YOURS TO 
KEEP... . All at NO EXTRA COST. 


for this 
fact-filled 


FREE NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 


6301 Equitable 4 de 51516 
Kansas City, Mo. 64120 





FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 
6301 Equitable Rd., Dept. 51516 
Kansas City, Mo. 641 20° 
CJ YES, please send me the FREE booklet that “ 

gives full details about starting my own business in 

Small Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call. 





Tells how you quickly | Name 

train to be your own boss 

in a profitable Sparetime y Address 

or Fulltime business of 

your own PLUS complete City 

details on ou, 30- ay 
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SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 


A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 
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ILLUSTRATED 












PWI T-SHIRT 


A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
lilustrated T-shitt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


The perfect companion to the PWI T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PWI ‘‘Skyfiyer’’ 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 9% 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 





PWI BUTTON 


The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (3% inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyi for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW) button is oblong in 
shape and measures 134 inches by 2% inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 

PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save: over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 
PWI SKYFLYER BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT.FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! DELUXE PACKAGE 
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llirem = PTs ees MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 
: | PRIC QUANTIT L} Tv SPORTS 


A perce. tee eet | Box 48 
l PWIT-SHIRT $7. Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
(specify size: s,m,1,x\) Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. 
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ADDRESS APT 


CITY STATE ZIP 





Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. i 
funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. I 
SHIAT SIZE [} Small (_)Mediurn [JLarge () XLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 
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